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Tue Ca fe of Deiſm, Tal 
and fairly ſtated : In a Dialogue 
bertvixt hilautus and I be- f 
opiſtus, at the Bar of. Hu- 


Chriſis, with her Judgme 
and Decif an thereupm, es: 


ly ? | 
F 2 Theop. We come to 

| waite on Ladyſhip 

humble A ſareſs, to decide a Debate 

| betwixt Me and Philautur, in Point 


| Conference 
Deiſts were the only 


_ this all People elſe were put 
A $ a 


1 Chriſs Prom why foray 3 9 
with an 
of Religion ; who in our laſt Nights | | 
fly maintain'd, che 
Perſons. that 

| had a Deference to your Decrees; 


-_ : 


| 


man Reaſon per ſanated 2 H 


: „ 
upon, and ridden by Authority. I 
being a Chriſtian, and conſcious of 
my. untainted Loyalty, could not f 
brook the Affront, and forbear giving 
him. a fair Challenge to appear at 
your \ Tribunal, to ſtand or fall by 
your: Award: Therefore muſt beg 
your, Pardon and Patience to hear 
us with your uſual Attention. 
Ci. Nothing is more acceptable 
than to give Ear to Men of Parts, 
pleading in my Court. But having 
much Buſineſs on my Hand, and no 
{ Timetd haggle away, Þll aſſume the 
Chair and diſpatch your Controver- 
F. Gentlemen, ſpeak your Minds. 
„Phil. Madam, I am a true born 
- © Engliſh-Man ; by Profeſſion a Deiſt, 
4 great Adorer of your Dictamens: 
Me value our ſelves for being your 
moſt zealous Votaries, and rigid Ob- 
ſervers of your Sanctions. We pity 
poor bigotted | Chriſtians, that are 
 Tidden by foreign Authority, a Yoke i 
ve have ſhook off long ago, and now 
breath a better Air, the Liberty of 
. | ; | 4 v« 
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_ "RT | 
a free-born Subject, bearing a Vene- 
ration to none but your worthy 
elf. . 1414 eee de 1 
Chri. Sir, you miſcalculate, if you 
take me to favour Liberty, ox to be 
an Enemy to all Authority hut my 
own. There are, I muſt confeſs, ma- 
ny Admirers of me, but more of 
themſelves; None ſeems more ca- 
reſsd and complimented than Chriſi; 
yet none leſs: obſerv'd. Every one 
pretends to appeal to me, but few 
ſtand to my Award. Let their Plea 
be never ſo Senſeleſs and ſhocking, 
{ill J am brought upon the Stage to 
ſupport it; ſo am become a meer 
Drudge to every Phrenzy and Folly. 
They crowd me ſo with the trou- 
bleſome Attendance of Prejudice and 
Prepoſleſſion, that I am almoſt ſtifl d. 
If you'll merit my Favour, diſmiſs 
this undiſciplin'd Rabble: Drop all 
fulſome Flatteries and Reflections 
| And let the Merits of yaup. Cauſe 
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phil. The Metits of my Cauſe, 
Madam ? did ever any Man of Seaſe i 
queſtion Reaſon's taking Place of 
all other Authority? Or that Men 
guided by Reaſon act more like 


themſelves, than over- aw'd by Aus 
thority ? This unman's us, and that 


alone makes us Men: It takes No- 


thing upon Truſt, as Prieft-ridden 

People: It neither begs nor borrows 
Kgowledge of Foreigners; having 
diſeovor'd a richer Mine in its own 


Soile, Reaſon : A Royalty of your 


| Ladyſhips and theretore ſcorns to 
WM 2 Authority, Know- 
ö e 1 


age or Honeſty, but barely upon 


© Theop. Be pleas'd Madam to ob- 


ſerve how illogically my Friend diſ- 
cCourſes; 
of Reaſon, declares it unreaſonable 


to ſubmit to Foreign Authority, yer 


would have us build upon his own. 
Pray are not the Thoughts /of/a 
Deiſt, Matter of Fact; lodg'd as far 
dur of our Reach, as anotlier Man's? 
How 


Sai 4 . vx «TO TS. _—_ — a 


he chops upon the. Rules | 
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Hoc ſhall we diſcourſe lim unteſs 
ve credit his Words, the Proxy of 

bis ſecret Thoughts? Strip Words of 
Authority and we caſhier all hu- 
man Commerce: Our Conference is 
at an End: Nor can we enter upon 
| Polemicks, if we have no Reaſon 


to truſt a Word the Deiſt ſays, I 
refer my ſelf to your Ladyſhip do 
you adjudge it reaſonable to truſt 
no Body's Senſes hut our , ?? 


cri. By no Means: Right Rea - 


ſoning allaws of no ſuch arbitrary. 
Proceedings, to disbelieve all but 
one's ſelf. Nature deals qut her Fa- 
vours variouſly; each Perſon has not 


all Things in his own Soil, but muſt 


fetch from Foreigners, as they from 
us. Our Ears muſt be employ'd as 
well as our Eyes, for Ideas to inn 
prove our knowledge: Beſides were 


no Truſt to be repos' d in Man, Ihe 


Deiſt himſelf becomes unfit for hu- 
man Society and Friendſhip too; for 
none can make a Confident whom he 


| Theop, _— 


believes will cut his Throat. 
ba Aa 


($) 


2 b Deiſt that denies human 
redulit is the moſt unfortunate 


ther eat nor drink for Fear of being 


not: If the Gr, he) owhs: human 
Faith in Practice, which he banters 


in Speculation; if the latter he is 
the moſt: miſerable Wretch breath- 


ing, to be torture d and tore in Pie- 
ces with a perpetual Horrour aud Ap- 
prehenſion of being poyſon'd by eve, 
ry 'Mouthful he tales. 
Phil. You are out of your Diag- 


noſticks, Theophiſtus, not to diſtin- 
guiſh a Converſuble Credulity, the 


ond and Cement of human Society, 
from a Traditional Credality, where- 
by Men are miſ- led, into dangerous 
Beluſions, for want "of the Deceas'd 
to em Soph Procedure, 
Tbeop. Then! perceive by your Diſ- 
1 that we muſt believe the re 


4 ts Not to interrupt your La- 


Man in he World: He dare nei- 


. . For either he muſt take 
s Food upon Truſt, or he muſt. 


4 
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Phil. Right: With this Proviſo, 

you truſt not every Fellow with your 
— and Purſe. We Deiſts are not 


of that Complexion, to riſque our 
All, upon ſuch a crazy Bottom as 
common Honeſty; being too well 
acquainted with moſt Mens Genz- 
us; an intriguing, tricking, deſign · 
ing Set of Animals, that have ever 
ſome Fetchito gratify their Ambition 
or Intereſt. C bel mn IT e 
Theop. How dare you then Phi. 
lautus truſt your own Servants, ſuch 
a Crew of Caterpillars? A Mamof 
your Figure and Faſhion cannot be 
without Attendants: And I am in- 
form'd you are often at tlie Deiſti- 
cal Club. Pray how do you enjoy 
your ſelf in ſuch a Crowd of de- 
ſigning Sycophants ? What a ſad Life 
muſt you lead, haunted with the 
Horror of ſo many Deaths'? Diony- 
ſius the Siculan Tyrant was nevet 
half ſo miſerabe . 
Phil. See how you ate miſtaken 
in the Idea of a Deiſt! None has his 
ary Perſon 


610) 
Perſon» and Property better ſecur'd : 
for vn Of of his Company, he 
rarely falls under thoſe Misfortunes 
of being trump'd upon by others, 
the credulous Vulgar are liable 
to. nnd eincr 103 
_ + +Theop. Then withal all your Pre» 
cautions =m uſt truſt ſomebody. 
Phil. True; but only ſuch as are 
of Standard Worth and Integrity. 
Tyhbeop. I am glad you'll own at 
length ſuch a Thing as moral Ho- 
neſty. I thought you had quite difo 
_ earded it, and look'd upon the whole 
he in a Lump, as a Pack of Im- 
bal, r op, 
Phil. Why do you affront me, to 
take me for ſuch a . ww 
caſhier all Maximes of Morality ? 
How could we ſecure our own Pro- 
perty or Perſon, were the Fences 
of Fidelity flung down, Juftice and 
Equity laid waſte? How were it 
poſſible to diſtinguiſh a Knave from 
an honeſt Man, Truth from Falſe- 
hood without a Standard' to gage 
HOLES: S em 


481 
'em by? Villany is only the Reverſe 
of Juſtice and Probity; Forgery a» 
bominable, being croſs upon I ruth; 
Vice unreaſonable, becauſe it devis 
ates from our darling Rule, Human 
Reaſon : Nor would Fhave you think 
a Deiſt ſo mortity'd a Man, to preach if 
up a Doctrine repugnant to his - n 
Eaſe, to be haunted with the Appre- 
henſion, that every Man he deals 
with, has a Deſign upon his Life. | 
Cbri. I need not ſentence you 
Philautus, for denying human Faith F}F 
by whaleſale, having attoned for 
your Error, by ouning a Neceſſi- 
ty of Moral Honeſty among Mor- 


with Reaſon: For how are theſe two 
Notions conſiſtent: Firſt to Banter 
your Adverſary for pinning his Faith 
upon human Authority in the Con- 
cern of his Soul, and then with the 
ſame Breath, to own a Neceſſity of 
human Faith for the good of your Kf 
Body, for fear of being obligꝰd — = 
to Graſs, and herd with your H - Es. 
ad ray 


tals to ſupport, human Society; and 


menial Servant; 

- would make him very uneaſie, would 
delute his Pleaſures, and-damp all his 
Delights. But he poſitively denies 
Traditional Credulity : I mean ſuch a 
human Faith as is bottom'd upon 
mouldy Manuſcrips, Teſtimonies of 
Antiquarians all dead and rotten: 


( 12 ) 


Pray, Sir, forbear for the future; to de- 


cry human Credulity in your Neigh- 
bour, which you muſt be forc'd to 
PraCtiſe on ſeveral Emergencies your 


1 


Phil. Madam, Theopiſtus has not 


return'd me a categorical Anſwer to 


that Branch of my Diſtinction, rela- 

ting to a Converſable and Traditional 
Ctedulity. The Streſs of my Cauſe 
lies much in the right Underſtanding 
of this Notion. No Deiſt, whatever 
he pretend to in Theory, will diſ- 
own a Converſable Credulity in Pra- 
Qice. He's no Fool to disband from 


all human Society for want of Faith, 


and ſuch a Faith too, as excludes a 
Probability of 5 murder d by his 
uch a Thouglit 


Theſe 


: (3) 
| Theſe ſuperannuated and immemori- 
al Traditions; theſe Copies of Co- 
pies, Tranſlations of : Tranſlations ; 
theſe Rapſodies of Records; Matters 
of Fact tranſacted above a thouſand 
Years and upwards, weakens very 
much their Authority: Add the mul- 
titudes of deſigning Men in all Ages: 
What Scriptures? What Records 
own'd by Chriſtians themſelves ſo 
ſacred, that has not been profain'd; 
maim'd, and miſrepreſented? Who 


but a Madman, would build his Salva- 


tion on ſuch a ſandy Foundation as 
Traditional Credulity? Could a ſolid 
and ſatisfactory Anſwer be given to 
this Objection, then I ſhould be ſtart- 
led in my Religion; otherwiſe I 
ſhall remain as ſtiff a Deiſt as e- 
. E 
Chri. Philautus values himfelf much 
upon this Diſtinction of a Converſable 
and Traditional Faith: This is the 
Corner- Stone of Deiſm:: What have 
you to offer Theopiſtus? Nou know 
3 Temper is not to condemn any 
n without Reaſon. I hbeop. 


; (14) 

| - ' 

\ Theop. Madam, my friend Phil au- 
tus's Method of Arguing claſhes 
with it ſelf, Firſt to own the Faith 
af the Living, and then to deny Au · 
_ thorny to the Regiſters and Records 
of the Dead: Tell me Philautus, 
who atteſts the Truth of theſe Re- 
| cords, the Living, or the Dead 2 * | 
__ Phil. The Living; for I do not 
love to Conjure up Heob-Goblings, or 
tb deal with the Dead. 

| 'Theop. Then I hope we may be- 
lie e em, if Men of ſtandard worth 
Atteſt em, and no Body living of 


Honour or Honeſty diſpute em; 


unleſs you'll be ſtranded on the ſame 
Shelve you towꝰd off by your ſubtil 
Diſtinction of a Cunverſabie and Tra- 
ditional C redul it, with ſuch Difficul- 
ty and Danger of being kick'd out 
of human Society. What? Have 
not you already own'd, as you mutt, 
of Neceſſity, certain tokens to diſtin- 
Sguiſh Knavery from Honeſty, Truth 
om Fallhood, Vice from Vertue ; 
4ag noi to forget your ſelf, ſo ſoon, 
ö 


and Impoſtors in the Wor 


do disbelieve all Men in the Delivery 
of Records, and authenticated Wri- 
rings, becauſe there are ſome tricking 
and intriguing Perſons? What an ex- 
travagant way of Neben er 
There are ſeveral 0 heats, 


nnr a — 


6 ; there- 
fore none is to be truſted; theres 
no ſuch 875 Truth, or Honeſty; 
but all Mankind combine to forge 
Writings to cheat themſelves, and 
damn their Souls: An admirable In- 
ference ! A ſufficient Motive for a 
Chriſtian to zurn Deiſt, who dubbs 
himſelt and his Aſſociates a Set 
of Lying, Cheating, Diſſembling 
Kna ves: Fe 
Phil. Hold; not fo faſt Theopiftus ; 


- 


Tho we allow ſome of the Living 
Credit in what they atteſt of their 
own Knowledge, in reference to the 
Dead ; ovided they be of an un- 
tarniſh'd Reputation: Yet it ſeems 
morally Inpd/zble to be aſcertain'd of 
the Truth of Fadtum's, handed down 
tor ſo many ſucceſſiue . 


o N . 4 
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| ( 16), 


The Living can only 8 ive Afidavit 


of contemporary Tranſactions, and 


that they have not adulterated Regi- 
ſters receiv'd from their immediate 


Anceſtors; but cannot atteſt their 
Progenitor's honeſty in preceding A- 
ges. How do you know Theopiſtus, 


that theſe individual Records were 


nor forg'd by your Anceftors ſome 


Centuries ago? Theſe Writings run- 


ning through ſo many fallible Fin- 
gers, makes the Stream more mud- 


y; for I muſt not only rely on the 


honeſty of the preſent Age, but on all 


preceding Ages to the Date of theſe 
mende BC , 4 
_ Chri. This Reply, Theopiſtus, pinch- 
es the Queſtion ;-unleſs you can give 
a ſolid Reaſon Why Matters of Fact 
tranſacted a thouſand Years and up- 
Wards, cannot be credited without a 
prudent Doubt of the contrary, I 
muſt give Sentence in favour of Phi. 
lautas. Being reſolv'd to hold the 
Ballance bet wixt you, as: ſteddy as 1 
can, without leaning to either ſide: 

2 2 | Nothing 
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N othing being able to determine me, 
but the Dint of Reaſon (4 + 
Tyheop. Firſt, Philautus's Diſcourſe, 
is built upon a: falſe Bottom; as 
known Truth could wear away like. 
old Cloaths with Age: Durance of 


Time is no Piſadvantage, but the 


_ Emolument imaginable to 
ruth. Forgery indeed, and Falſ- 
hood can never hear the Teſt... Time 


detects all 'Impoſtares : Theſe very 


Shams that paſs currant with the 
Vulgar for want of Time to diſcover 


em, are brought to Light in time, 


Antiquity is ſo far from prejudicing 
Truth, and pleading for Falſhood; 
that it brightens and burniſhes the 
firſt, but blackens and aboliſhes the 


latter. Truth is like the Sun overcaſt 


for a Time with Storms and Tem- 
peſts, yer never looſes its Luſtre, hut 
Tifes brighter from its Cloud: Truth 
may be be darken'd and dim'd with 
Calumnies and eee but ne- 
drr e rſs. 
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CTCenturies, and run through the fallible 
1 ER Fingers | 


What? 
of the Antiquity of his Title, to 


| T7) 
Secondly, Philautus, he who pre- 
tends to be ſuch a profeſſed Enemy 
to Antiquity, disbelieves himfelt. 
ave not I heard him boaſt 


fuch Lordſhips, Lands and Tene- 
ments? How his own Deeds have 
been ſcannd and canvas'd in all 


of his undoubted Right, to the Con- 


fuſion of all unjuſt Aggreſſors? And 


does he pretend there's no truſting 


-Antiquity out of the Reach of the 
ego Age? Firſt let him renounce 


is own Pretenſions to Antiquity, 
and then let him reaſon againſt it. 


he can have undoubted Right to 


his Eſtate from Records and Writ- 
ings of ſeveral Centuries ſtanding, 
why not another ? I hope he'll not 


can prejudice the Equity of his Plea ; | 


tho? it ſtood the Shock of feveral 


the Courts of England, and yet ſtood | 
the Shock at all Times; the Bench 
ever giving its Verdict in Favour || 


diſputes not only his own and his 


. 
Fingers of his Anceſtors: Why ſhould 


other Regiſters be reputed dubious, 4 1 


being more univerſally and better 
atteſted than his own? But admit 
Wills, Deeds, Conveyances of pri- 
vate * and Intereſts may be 
forg'd; ſtill a Poſſibility gives no Pro- 


bable Grounds to believe em ſoz; 


moſtly when juridically examin'd, 
and never found to have a Flaw ;. 
Io term ſuch a Title uncertain, and 
their own undoubted, is an unparal- 
lePd Piece of Imptidence. | - 
Thirdly, Philautus in his Objeftion 


Neighbours uncoateſtable Rights and 
Records; but alſo evident Matters 
of Fact, own'd by the whole World, 

being Objects .of innumerable- Per- 
ſon's Senſes and Experience, and em- 
bodyed in the Publick Regiſters both 
of Church and State, wiz. Whether 


there was ſuch a Man as Moſes, 


that taught the ſews ſuch a Law, 
wrought ſuch Miracles as are recoun- 


B 2 Was 


ted in his Pentateuch: Whether there 


=_ 


; 
Las ſuch à Perſon as Jeſus Chriſt; 


or his Apoſtles, that -preach'd and. 


propagated Chriſtianity, and wrought. 
Miracles in Ratification of it. Whe- 
ther there ever was ſuch a Man in 
Being as Jalius Ceſar, whether he 
ever. warr*d with his Country, or 
was murdered in the Roman Senate: 
In a Word, whether there ever was 
ſuch a Man as William the Conqueror, 
that ſubdued England; Henry the 
VIII. the Civil Wars; or Charles 
the 1 ſt's Decollatin. For the Hiſtories 
counting theſe Factum's have run 
through many fallible Fingers, have 
been copy'd and recopy'd; had ſe- 
wWeral Verſions and Editions: Let 
who but i Bedlam would ſceptize up- 
on theſe Matters of Fact, moſtly ſuch 
as relate to Religion; having been 
ſcann'd and tanvaſs'd moiſt rigo- 
_ Toufly by her Enemies in all Ages, 
but ſtill triumph'd overError, maugre 
all the Attempts of Men and Devils. 
My. Antagoniſt bottoms his Objecti- 
on upon am erroneousSuppoſition, ir. 
24 = GET: 7 


That the Preſent Age equld not: her 
aſcertaind of what was thandet 
down by the immediate Age and ſo: 
upwards; as if the whole Worlds 
. dyed all on a Day, and their De- 
ſcendants ſprung up like: Muſhrooms 
or Cadimuss Race, without knows, 
ledge of Ancient Tranſactions. It: 
a rude Fancy to imagine that the 
Death of private Perſons dan preju- 
dice the Authority of, publick Ret 
cords; entire Corporations and wholꝭ 
Kingdoms remaining to atteſt, the 
Fruth of them. Tell me, Is. it poſſi- 
ble; publick Tranſactions guardefl 
with innumerable Circumſtances of 
Time, Place, Perſons, with an open 
Appeal to the Objects oſ every Mans 
Senſe and Experience, and croſs up 
on their Intereſt, ſhould be foiſted 
in, and never be detected? Not an 
honeſt Man breathing, nay not a 
Friend to be found to li mſelf to give 
Check to the Forgery? ut that en- 
tire Provinces; whole Kingdoms, good 
and bad ſhould combine to Helude 
101 e them 


(22). 
 rhernſelves into a Belief of publick 
t Fa#wni's with all their appendants, 
to be moſt true and handed down. 
to *em for ſeveral Centuries, tho? 
they had neither heard, ſeen, or known 
any ſuch Thing? Let us illuſtrate 
my Aſſertion with ſome Inſtan- 

: Firſt, Moſes' in Exod. c. 14. re- 
counts a miraculous Paſſage of the 
Iſraelites through the Red - Sea dry 
ſhod, the watery Element branch- 
ing it ſelf into Walls of Defence to 
ſhelter em from the Inſults of the 
Ocean as well as their Enemies: Where 
in recording the Favour he appeals 
to the Senſes, and Experience of 
600000 Perlons, Eye-Witneſſes of 
God's wonderful Providence to 'em, 
and many of em his Enemies too, 
who, no doubt on't, would have de- 


| refed the Impoſture, had he trump'd 
= -upon em ſuch notorious  Fallities; 
Nor was it poſſible to make a whole 

Nation believe, what all could at- 
i teſt of their own Knowledge, was a 


/ 


loud 


=. HE 
Lye, having neither ſeen nor heard 


of ſuch a miraculous Adventure. Tell 


me, is it poſſible to make the whole 
City of London believe, that Man 


Woman and Child had gone dry | 


ſhod over the Thames at full Tide, 
the Waters ranging themſelves int 
Bulwarks to ſecure their Paſſage ; 

had they neither heard ſeen or ex- 
perienc'd any ſuch. Thing ? Is it cre- 
dible that any Man ſhould gull a 
whole Nation with a. Set of ſham 
Laws, coaxing the People with the 
Product of his own viſionary Ima- 


gination, and aſcertaining em that 


theſe Inventions were the municipal 
Laws of the Country and that they 


themſelves had practis d *em and ce- } 


lebrat 


annual Solemnities for theſe 
ſubſequent Favours? Viz, Their 


Delivery from the Aigyptian Slave- {| 


ry; for having fed 600000 Perſons 


with Heavenly Manna, Helis 


Rock: Again that their 
Primogeniture had been conſecra- 


92 


ERS, 


th | 


On 
tedto God by a ſtanding Law; That 
they had been all circumcis'd till 
that very Day, and that they had ob- 
ferv'd annual Feaſts and Faſts in 
Non of theſe miraculous Fa- 
vours. Now is it poſſible that theſe 
Fall um's ſhould be feign'd, tho? pre- 
tended to have been done never ſo 
long ago? For either they muſt be 
forg'd Fhen dated, of in after Ages: 
Not the firſt, there being theuſands 
alive ther Contemporary's to con- 
vict them by their own Experience | 
of the Forgery; ſo could never gain 

Credit; unleis an Impoſtor ſhould 
make the Whole World believe that 
he and his Aſſociates had wrought = 
ſtrange Wonders in their Preſence, 
and In the Face of their Enemies 
too; and that they had all celebrated 
annual Solemnities in Memory - of 
them, tho? they had never heard or 
ſeen any ſuch Thing. Nor could theſe 
fabulous :FaFam?s be uſher'd in by 
an ante or after Date; That God had 
wrought Wonders in their Behalf, 
or | 9 i had 


1 


had led em through the -Red-Sea 
dry ſhod, and drown'd their Enemy 
in its Waves; had fed them wi 
Celeſtial Manna; conducted em thro' 
the Deſert with a cloud by Day, 
and a Pillar of Light by Night; that 
their Primogeniture was all along 
dedicated to God, and they them- 
ſelves underwent the Painful; Cere- 
mony of Circumeiſion. Is it credible 
amy Man could palm ſuch a» Pack 
of Impoſtures upon a whole Nati- 
on with an open Appeal. to their 
on Experience to atteſt tlie I'rugh = 
| df them, and every Man and Mo + 
ther's Son believe em, tho' th | 
had neither heard nor ſeen ſuc 
Miracles, or celebrated any ſuch Ob- 
ſer vances. Should any one endea- 
wour to perſuade a whole Nation 
to credit ſuch Impoſtures, wau'd 
not they ſend him to Bedlam? What 
do you think of a Deiſt, Who un- 
der Colour of Reaſon out-faces all 
Antiquity, Unmans all Mankind, 
S "WE = 17. Fs Tok IN l turns 
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il. | of Fact, ſo celebrated by all Authors, 
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turns em into Fools, to make him> 

ſelf paſs for a Wit? Let Moſes with- 
draw, and let us ſec what he ſays 
to another Matter of Fact of a later 
Date, wiz. That there was extant 
ſuch a Man as Fe/as Chrift and his 
Apoſtles; that he preach'd and pra- 
ctis'd ſuch Doctrine, as is recorded 
in Scripture, and wrought Miracles 
in its Ratifi cation. 
Firſt, This is ſo ſhining a Matter 


Regiſters and Writers, that before 
the Deiſts took Date, never was there 
known any Man fo. impudent as to 
difown it: This is ſo notorious a 
Truth, that I bluſh for a Deiſt, being 
the only Man ſo brazen'd to outface 
all Antiquity. Turks, Jews, Gentils 
Confirm it, nay Devils themſelves are 
| aſham'd to deny it; but not ſo the 
|  Deiſt. Porphyry, Lucian, Julian, Ma- 
F Hemet, a Pack of Apoſtates, Cheats, 
Perſecutors of Chriſtianity durſt not 
deny the Doctrine and Miracles of 
Feſns Chriſt and his Apoſtles to be 
2 1 publick | 


7 


WD 1 
publick Matters of Fact tranſacted 
in the Face of the whole World: 
But us'd their ut moſt Efforts to dif- 
race him and his Adherents; attri- 
uting his wonderful Works to the 
Devil and not to Divine Power. 
Secondly, All the Monuments in 
the Univerſe,own a Time, when there 
Was no ſuch; Doctrine as Chriſtia- 
_ nity extant. If Jeſus Chriſt and his 
. Apoſtles did not preach, teach and 
eſtabliſh it, as all Antiquity atteſt, 
who is the Author? How it came 
to be introduc'd and implanted in 
the World, maugre all Oppoſition 


from Men and Devils, and none 


knew when, where and how it ob- 
tain'd and was eſtabliſn'd, is the 
Wonder of Wonders; nor if you'll 


believe a Deiſt, that diſputes his 


own Authority, is it poſſible to know 
it, if no Antiquity, either of Friend 
or Foe is to be truſted. 

Thirdly, Either the Matters of 


Fact, the Doctrine and Miracles of 4 | 


Jeſus Chriſt were forg'd when dated 


— 


( 28 ) = 

or in aſter Ages; not tlie firſt, it 
being impoſſible ſo many different 
Tranſactions with all their Colla! 

teral Circumſtances of Time, Place, 
Perſons; Raiſing ſo many Dead to 
to Liſe; curing Incurable Diſtem- 
pers not in Corners, but at Noon- 
Day in the Face of the whole World, 
and his Enemies too (had they been 
Lyes, Shams, Forgeries) ſhould have 
found any Credit: Would not his 
Rivals have been glad of the Ad- 
vantage to decry them? Wou'd ſuch 
manifeſt Impoſtures have paſs d Mu- 
ſter, gain'd ſuch Reputation with 
his Enemies not to countervene 
the Facts, tho' they oppos d him and 
his Apoſtles in all things elſe? Nor 
is it poſſible theſe Factums ſhould: be 
ſtamp'd with Authority: by Church- 
Men in after Ages, viz. That there 
had been ſuch a Man as. Jeſus Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, who .preac'diand 
taught a Doctrine repugnant to Fleſh 
and Blood, had ratified it with in- 
numerable Signs and Miracles: That 

— | ſeveral 


| 


wrought ſuch Miracles; had there ne- 


in all Ages from the Date of our 
Redemption without Interruption, 


through the whole Chriſtian World 


to that very, Time, as all the Ec- 


dleſiaſtical Regiſters aſcertain us; that 


Chriſt himſelf had deputed a Set of 
Men to perpetuate his Preachments 
and Doctrines: That all the World 
had been baptiz'd in his Name. Tis 
not poſſible, I ſay, theſe Things 
ſhould have been forg'd in after Ages, 
with an open Appeal to the Senſe 


and Experience of all Mankind; 


nad there been no ſuch Perſons in 


the World as Jeſus Chriſt: and his 
Twelve Apoſtles; had they ne- 


ver Preach'd ſuch Doctrine, never 


ver been heard or ſeen ſuch a Set of 
Men as Biſhops, Prieſts, Sc. depu- 
ted for the Miniſtry of his Doctrine; 
but all had been a mere Foolery 
and Fiction the whole World could 
contradict of their own Knowledge. 
Pray tell me would theſe Men that 
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| forg'd ſuch loud Lyes repu nant to 
every Mans Senſes and es, = 


not e 


be reputed nice, pious, prudent Men, 
and their Fables for Oracles, not 
by one Clan of Men, but the whole 
Chriſtian World? Could any one 


make all People believe that for 


1700 Years ſucceſſively all Chriſti- 
ans were born with one Eye? Would 
very Chriſtian that had two 
Eyes in his Head, give him the Lye, 
and be fo far from regarding ſuch 
a Perſon as an Apoſtle or Preacher 
of God's Word, that he would be 
hiſs'd and hooted off the Stage, as 
the moſt loud Lyar breathing? This 
granted, how is it poſſible, that any 
Ml.a⸗an could bubble the whole World 
in after Ages with ſuch a Sham; 


vir. that they were all Chriſten'd 


in Jeſus Chriſt's Name, and kept 
annual Obſervances of his Nativity, 


Reſurrection and Aſcenſion in Me- 
mory of his Mercies and Miracles; 


in caſe none had ever heard or ſeen 
or known any ſuch Things? 
l 1 5 Again 


PP 


Again is it probable, for any Man 
or Club of Men, to delude a whole 
Nation into a Beleif; that all their 
publick Records, Writers and Sta- 


tute-Books - afcertain'd 'em ſucceſ- - | 


ſively, that there was ſuch a Man 
as Charles Stuart the J. King of En- if 
gland, Son of Jane the J. King of | 
the Scots; That his own Subjects 
rebelPd againſt him, Impleaded, Ar- 
raign'd, Condemn'd and Beheaded 
him at Wuhite- Hall in London, and 
that an annual Faſt or Humiliation 
Day was celebrated in Memory ank 
Deteſtation of that horrid Paricide- 
Is it probable I ſay, for an Impo- 


ſtor to make ſuch à Fact be belie- 


ved by a whole Nation, with all 
the additional Circumſtances of his 
Life, Death, Lineage, and Manner 
of his Execution; had there been no 
ſuch Man, ao ſuch civil Wars, no 
ſuch Tryal, no ſuch Condemaation I 
or Decollation ? Theſe are publick Il 
Cheats impoſſible to be flurr'd upon 
a whole Kingdom: For when 2 
- Ge OE *-., 2. _ 
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they were hatch'd the whole Nati- 


on would fly in the Face of the For- 
ger, and convince him of falſity in 


every Circumſtance, being fo neer- 
if concern'd to juſtify their Ance- 
5 


rs from the Imputations of ſuch 


a horrid Crime. This own'd which 


s cannot reaſonably be diſputed, how 


is it e that all theſe Matters 
of Fatt re 

and Death, Do&rine and Miracles, 
with all the Circumſtantials of his 


ſtine at Noon Day, in the View of 


all the World, and recorded by the 


Enemies of Chriſtianity both Jew 


and Gentile, ſhould be forg'd in the 


ſubſequent Centuries, if there never 


Was tuch a Man or Men as Jeſas 


Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; If they ne- 
ver preach'd ſuch a Doctrine, rais'd 
no Dead Men to Life, cur'd no Di- 
ſeaſes, had no Proſelytes to perpetu- 
ate his Doctrine, none ever bapti- 


zed in his Name, received his 8a- 
craments; or obſerv'd any Feaſts ar 


lating: to Jeſus Chriſt's Life 


— 8 her the Metropol is of Pale- 
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CY 
Faſts in Memory of his Myſteries: 
This Forgery is impoſſible to be fa- 
ther'd upon one Nation, much more 
upon the whole World. Nay what 
is ſtill more ſurpriſing, is, that the 
Jewiſh Nation profeſs d Enemies to 
1 — Chriſt, ſhould hear this Do- 
_ Qrrine preach'd by his Apoſtles in 
ublick Aſſemblies; vir. That the 
ews were the Men that tryed, con- 
demn'd and crucified him; that his 
Blood was upon their Nation, as 
Philo and Foſeph their own Antiqua - 
rians, Men of the greateſt Probity 
and Learning amongſt em, atteſt; 
and none deny it: And muſt We 
ſtill turn Scepticks, diſpute whether 
there ever was ſuch a Perſon as Je- 
ſus Chriſt, whether ever he preachd 
ſucli Doctrine as is taught by Chri- 
ſtians, or wrought ſuch Miracles in 
Ratification of it? This is ſueh a 
ſuperlative Piece of Folly as per- 
chance was never recorded in Hi- 
ſtory. Should not wee look upon 
ſuch an one fit for Bedlam, that 
2 10 C ' would 
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| Cloudsof unexceptionable Witneſſes 
| their own Blood? 


8 a: es, ſeen, heard and ar- 


bie Witneſſes, 
voances celebrated! from the: Date 


() 


- diſpute, ho Sars or M. 


an the Conguerur's invading this 
Realm (Let m. "ray! Matters 0 Fact, 
tho! coatcital ' were ligg'd and 
ſeabd with the Blood of infdee Mar- 


tyrs) What Jud t then can we 
fratne ofa Deiſt, that disbelieves Chri- 
ſtiun Doctrine and Miracles more ſo- 


lemnly celebrated, more univerſally 
known and better atteſted, 


being 
Matters of Fact of the laſt Trapor- 


tance, the Concern, of Man's Eter· 


nal V Woe or Welfare, aſſerted hy 


ſtamping rheir Teſtimonies. with 


I TNhropiſtus to 3 


r.. 
\ Traditional Credulity, when x 


d by Matter of Fact, enregiſter'd, 
in publick Records with afl their 


teſted; with Crouds of unqueſtiona - 
with annual Obſer- | 


thereof: in Recognition of the Far 


vours e the Myſteries 


n 


(35) N 
preach'd and taught by Jeſus Choi | 
and his Apoſtles. I muſt own you 
have demonſtrated by Dint of Rea- 
ſon, the Standard of my Actions, | 
that a Perſon who controverts Mat- 
ters of Fact by you alledg'd, muſt 
deveſt lumſelf of his own Rights "* 
and Reafon too, If theſe Fame 
be not evident, how is it | poſſible 
to demonſtrate any to be fo ? If he 
believes his own beg, what 
Claim can he pretend to 
Writings, ſeeing. 
muſt not be denden: Well, Philau- 
tus, what hays you by fay for your 
feln; | 
23 They 
Tran ns oun'd and 
atteſted by publick Records; Vet 
how does he demonſtrate em to be 
evidently. 
dent Doubt to the Contrasy * Seing 
 Furks, Brachmans and Bousyes may 
be as ſtif for their pretended Mat- 
ters of Fact euregiſret'd im their ſu- 
15 n Records? Does not the 
lc "IM - whole 


« . 


private 
publick Records 


pipes difconrtes, I 


credible without! a pru- 
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whole Pagan World maintain their 


Diſcipline of the Brachmans and Bon- 
Sies appear as rigorous in hacking 
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fabulous Doctrine with as much 


Warmth, as the Chriſtians their Max- 


ims and Myſteries? What? Have 


not they their Religious Obfervan- 
_ ces, Faſts, Feaſts, Sacrifices, Prelacy, 


Prieſthood as well as you ? Can we 


imagine ſo many thinking Men are 


more blinded and bigotted, than 


Chriſtians? See how zealous they 
are in their Way, the Muſſel-Men 


are full out as devoted to Mahomet 
as you to Jeſus Chriſt, and profeſs 
as much Gogle and Grimace : What? 
Have not they their Religious Or- 


ders and Inſtitutions in as great 


Formality as you? The exterior 


and hewing their Members as the 


. moſt bigotted Papiſts; and as to 


their interiour, may be as well in- 
tentioned. If then Turciſm and Hea- 


theniſm be ſo well diſciplin'd in 


their outward Worſhip, and as con- 
fident in their inward Belief of their 
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Errors, how do we know, but Chri- 


ſtians are as Prieſt-ridden as they 
Why then may not we credit Mat- 
ters of Fact recorded by. them, as 
well as what is atteſted by Chri- 
ſtians? And in the Sequel ſet Maho-, 
metiſm and Polytheiſm on the ſame 
Level with Chriſtianiſm,? ,. 
Chri. Freed this is a tough 
Objection; how will you acquit 
your ſelf of it, for 'tis the Achilles 
of the Cauſe? You muſt there- 
fore make it appear at my Tribu- 
nal, that the Chriſtian has the 
Advantage over all other Se&s, and 
that a Man is bound by the Rules of 
Reaſon to give the Deference to the 
firſt and not to the latter. I can 
aſſure you, this Difficulty has made 
more Deiſts, than all other Argu- 
ments. 0 e 
 Theop. Madam, I took Philautus to 
be a Man of a deeper Reach, than 
to proportion the Truth of Things 
by Appearances, to abſolve or con- 
demn Religion upon the bare Word 
84 GT | of 
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— Marks and Motives of RR 
_ bility, in the Eye all are upon equa 
5 Terms. In ca ſe — of Fact men- 


Falſhood in a Paraltel, 


XY - 
of any * Parties, let their 
Pretenſions be never ſo pious. Chri- 
ſtiasiſm is more cautious, than to 
canodize Perſons upon their own/ 


affidavit. If Goggle and Grimace be 


our Credentials, a Knave has as 


good a Plea, as an honeſt Man: Set 


tion'd by Mahomet in his Alcoras, 
the Viſions and Dreams, he pretends 
to, be on the ſame footing with the 
Miracles and Doctrine of Jeſas Chriſt, 
if Chriſtianity be no better guardad 
with Motives, than Mahometiſm or 


$ Polytheiſm, then Philautus might | 
have Colour for his Critiques in Re. 
{ ligion. But to * 


retend the bare Name 
and ſhew of Religion, is Reaſon e- 
nough to run down all true. Relis 


$ gion, is to ſet Senſe and your La- 


dyſhips Laws at Defiance, to put 
Knavery and — Truth and 


1 
*#f 
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To commence our: Anſwer from 
Mahometiſm, which Sec ſeems to 
bid fareſt next to Judaiſm for à She 
of Religion. I on it has its Prieſts, 


tis true have Caravans, Ramasans, 
| Religious | Orders; aud worſhip: God 
after'Mahomer's Faſnion: But what 
evident Matters of Fact can they 
challenge, or Miracles wrought in 


Ratification of this Perſwaſion 7 1 


mean ſuch as have been dotie not in 


Corners, in Hugger-Mugger, but in 


the Face of the whole World, with 
an A 


Moti ves has 'Turciſm or Polytheiſm 


| wo idduce © Rational Maß in ths 


lie ve its Doctrine, divine Revelation? 


Where is Malomer's Commiſſiotiand 


Credentials from God? Is there any 
Thing but his own Word? What 
the Alcoranical Goſpel, but a Lepeiis 


dary Fable fraught with Frenzy and 
Carnalities? How) was t propagated? 


Without Arms, with Piety, Pati- 


Forms and Ceremonies. The Turks, 


. C4 ence, 


to every Man's Senſes | 
and Experience ? What Marks or 
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2 by-Apoſtacy, Oppreſſion and Tyran- 
= ny: What er ol Perſons — his 


ence, Juſtice: and Charity? No, bu 


Apoſtles? Apoſtate Chriſtians, Cru- 


el, Debauch'd Ambitious, Enthuſi- 


ittical Viſionaries, that implanted 
their Religion with Fire and Sword. 


1 canvaſs'd in the Face of the World, 


What Matters of Fact ſcann'd and 


and ſtanding the Teſt of all Times, to 
evidence the Truth of his Doctrine? 


Read all Antiquity about its Riſe. 


2x 


Never could Mahometiſm or its 

- Maſter, demonſtrate himſelf either 
by Doctrine, Miracles or Devotion, 

to be God's Emiſſary, but the De- 
vils, bearing the Mark of the Beaſt 
Hypocriſy and Oppreſſion always 
about him. What is ſaid of Maho- 
metiſm, ſuites with any other Hea- 
theniſh Superſtition ; which may in- 


deed ſtalk under the Colour of . 


Godlineſs, as any other Impoſture; 
but can never demonſtrate its Super- 
ſtition to be divine Inſtitution, either 
as to che Doctrine or Doctors, the 

2 | TT” Reve· 
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Revelation or Revealers: When it 


comes to the Teſt, it is unworthy 


of Man to imagine, much more of 
God to inſpire: And yet the ra- 
tional Deiſt is ſo unreaſonable as to 
ſet it on the ſame Foot with Chri- 


ſtianiſm, that is ſtor'd with all the 


Marks and Motives a Rational Man 


can ar require to make it 


credi „ | 


Cbri. I on Theopiſtus, the Mira- 

culous Effects wrought by Feſus 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles in Ratifica-. 
tion of Chriſtianiſm, in View of 


the whole World, is ſo pregnant 


a Proof, that no Ottoman Argument 


or Heatheniſh - Superſtition can .be 


compar'd with it. Yet methinks it 


does not evidently . demonſtrate it 


divine. Could you make it out in 


my Preſence, that it has ſuch di- 


ſtinguiſhing Matters and Motives, 
as no other Sect can pretend t 


you'll gain your Cauſe in the moſt 
rigid Court without 8 5 
The main Streſs of Philautuss Ob- 


jedion 


>. 


\ 


. 
jection lies in this, to give a ſubſtan- 
tial Reaſon, beſides what has been 
already offer'd, why a Man ought 
to be a Chriſtian, rather than a 
Deiſt, Jew, Heathen or Mahometan. 
Theop. Tho? I have ſaid enough, 
to demonſtrate the Exiſtency of 
ſuch a Man as Jeſus Chriſt and of his 
Apoſtles, that preach'd and implan- | 
ted ſuch a divine Doctrine, as is 
recorded in the publick Annals both 
of Church and State; a Doctrine 
fortify'd with ſupernatural Signs and 
Wonders, done in View of the whole 
World, and Enemies too : Yet for 
_ Philautas's greater Conviction, I 
ſhall demonſtrate it Paramount to 
all other Setts and Profeſſions. Firſt, 
From the Perſons that preach'd it: 
Secondly, From the Doctrine preach- 
ed: Thirdly, From the miraculous 
| Manner of its Propagation. Theſe 
three Properties are unalienable from 
Truth, and wide of all Turkiſh Sue 
perftitien, or Heatheniſh Fiction, and 
conſequently prove it could not ey 


7. CSE T9 
_ bly be tlie Invention of Man, hut muſt 
| of Neceſſity be inſpir'd by God. 
The firſt Teacher of | Chriſtianity 
was Jeſus Chriſt a divine Perſon, the 
Meſſias and Ex tion of Nations 
and God himſelf. This Truth I will 
not evince by Chriſtian Records (be- 
ing ſuſpected without Grounds, by. a 
Deiſt;) but from Jewiſh Writers, 
and profeſs'd Enemies to Chriſtia- 
6 —_—_ Such Records, I fay, could not 
po ibly be forg'd in Favour of it. 
Re 
their moſt authentick Regiſters, in 
the 49 of Gen. the 9. c. of Dan. the 88. 
Pſalm of David, the 7. of Eſa. the 11, 
19, 29, 42, 52, 53. Chap. ofthe ſame 
Propher, the 5.'of Micheas. Ferem. 3 1. 
Malar. 3. Ofe. 11. Zac. 9. the 37, 
69, 71, Pſalm. Here a 
merable Places, you'll find the Me- 
4s foretald feveral Centuries before 
his Coming, with all the Appurte- 
nances of his Life, Death, Refurre- 


ad and peruſe the Jewiſh Writ, 


in innu- 


tion, the Time of his Birth, the 


Place, the Stem, or Stock of 10 
in 5 8 990 


Deſcent, viz./ the Houſe. of David. 
That a Star ſhould ariſe in Jacob, 
Numb. 24. Infants be maſſacred at 
his. Coming: That he would work 
ſtrange Wonders, cure all Diſeaſes, 
and in Requital of his Favours be 
Crucified; Darkneſs over-ſhadowing - 
the Face of the Univerſe ; and then 
niſe again from Death to Life. In 
2 Word, this Mezas ſhould be God, 


ons of Eſa. c. 9. v. 6. A Child is 
born to us, 4 Son is given to us, his 
Name ſhall he call d God. Now leaſt 
any Perſon might miſcalculate him 

for a great Prophet, becauſe they 


Gods. The ſame ſewiſh Prophet, c. 
34. aſcertains us, that he means 
antonomaſtically God by Nature: 
Saying, God himſelf will come and ſave 
us. But it's maniteſt none of God's 
Prophets can in Truth be call'd 


the Meſſtas being denominated G 
himſelf by the Jewiſh Records, » 
"3 ws | mu 


as is evinc'd by the ſame Predicti- 


. N 1 1 1 
are ſometimes ſtyl'd by Scripture 


God himſelf; the Inference is evident, 


. 1 2 "WY a P 
* \ £5 
. 


1 
nuſt be God in a ſtrict, proper Senſe. 


But the greateſt Demonſtration of 


all for the Maſſias's Divinity is, that 
the Word Jehova which was calld 


Tetragrammaton, a Title peculiar to 


God, and never imparted : to any 


Creature, as the. Jewiſh: Rabbies at- 


teſt, is almoſt every where in their 


Bible attributed to Chriſt; moſtly in 
the 33. cap. of Jerem. v. 16, in 


- Which Place the Matias is denomi- 
_ nated Jehova Juſtus noſter, or as the 
Hebrew Verſion Jehova our Juſtice, 
All the ancient Rabbies from theſe 


evident and inconteſtable Teſtimo- 
nies from their own Scripture were 
convinced of their Maſſas's Divini- 


ty ; 


Jewiſh Records? What Did not 


Propheteſſes even among the Gentils, «4 


inſpir'd by God, as appears by the 
Truth of their Predictions, according 


to Marcus Varro a Heathen Hiſtorio- 
grapher, and Feneſtella another of the 


ſame 


* 1 
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4Z a weite Caunion and Care, in Cu- 


(46). 
ite Have Gang, with Tub, I, 
The Sybil. 1. de Divin. foretel ſtupen- 


: 


rticulariſing his very Name, the 


Son of Gd? Beſides, theſe Predictions, 


= as the ſame Cicero obſer ves, were in 
= much Veneration, that the | Romans 
collefted: em from all Farts, and 


depaſurd them in their primary 
Archwno; the Capitol, with all ima- 


x Magiſtrates, under ſeveral Locks and 
Keys: er fe fear of being Adulterated. 
And theſe very Records were pro- 

duc'd by the Chriſtian Church in 


ber Infancy, as undeniable Proofs 


againſt the moſt headdy and obſtinate 
nt and none diſputed their 


Authority heing the moſt ſacred and 
authentick 2 — amongſt them. 


In theſe Predictions of the Erycihi eas 


Sybil, reported by the Heathen Hi 


granny, long before our Sa- 


— FT 


dious Things of Jeſus Chriſt, | 


anner of his Birth, Death, Reſur- 2 
retion ; and that he ſhould be the 


3 


Det 3 buf Ip. by buice 6 


viour' 8 


a 


( 


viour's Birth, and canſequently nat 


| forg' d by Chriſtians, tis recorded 
that the Matias ſhould cure all 
firmities; make the Deaf hear, 


Dumb ſpeak, the Blind ſee; Thar 


| he ſhould feed 5000 Per ſons with 
five Loaves and two Fiſhes, aud 
that twelve Baskets ſhould be fill'd 


with the Fragments: That be ſhould 


” * 


be Spit upon, Whipt, Crawad with 
Thorns, have Gall and Vinegar 1 
ven him to. drink, the Veil of th 
Temple ſhould be rent, Darkneſs 


cover the Face of the Earth for three 1 
Hours; and after three Days Slee » 


: ; ; O | | 
wa 4 


Now that all theſs Predictions of 
Jem and Gentile concenter exactly | 


he ſhould riſe from Neath.-t 0: 
F Me AMR.. IE - 


in the, Perſon of Jeſus, Chi, and 
no other, is no leſs, evidens by the 


Te 


Authority aforeſaid. Firſt, Becatife 


Heathens, Jews and Chriſfians una- 


nimouſly accord both as to the Time 
and Place of Jeſus, Chrizf's Birth; + 


He was born in Bethlehem, ah 


— . m ˙—˙ . . 


plieſy'd 
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(43) 


clenſion of Augaſtus Cæſar's Reign, 


when Herod a Foreigner weilded the 


Scepter of Juda, as *twas foretold 


by Jacob, 2000 Years before his Co- 


ming Gen. c. 49. The Scepter ſhall 
not be taten from Juda till he come who 
is to be ſent the Expectation of Nations. 
Jeſus Chriſt, as *twas prophe-, 
cy'd of the Maas deſcended li- 


neally from the Houſe of David: 


That this was ſo, is evident by the 
flewiſh Talmud, his Enemies 19 | 
|- ter, who convinc'd and daz id by 
the Luſtre of Truth, are oblig'd to 
own it in expreſs Terms. Jeſus the 


Nazarene eh ed, was of the Blood 
Royal of David. Balaam as well as 


the Sybils foretold many Centuries 


before his Appearance in the World, 
that a Star ſhould ariſe in Jacob: 


Numb. 24. And pray was not the 


Prediction diſcharg'd at our Saviour's 


Birth, not only as his own Evan- 


eliſts but the very Heathens them- 


N Fives aſcertain us. Pliny lib. 2. C. 25. 
8 494 | | Chare- 


. 


SY 


C haremon, c alcidius tells us, that a 


Star or Comet appear'd about that 
Time and was in ſuch Veneration 


that the whole World adored it 


toto Orbe colitur. Did Jem 


| Marr. f Ficin. 8 ; 7 
and Gentile Prophecy the Mere. 


Hail Samide 


ſtupendious Wonders and 
0 that ſhould be 


| Waben the Türk, Men of the moſt 
topping Authority in their Sect de- 
clare it? The firſt in his Annals 


Lib. 18. c. 7. There was 4 Man, if it 
may be fal to call him 4 Man, 4 


Worker moſt wonderful Miracles, 18 


3 ing of Jeſut the acarene; and 
latter Malene, in his Alcoran 
Azoor. 1, 4, 12. owls him 4 great Pro- 
phet, and to have wp 
cles-by the Spirit and Power of God. 
Was't not alſo prophecy'd, by Eſa. 
and the Sybil above mentioned, that 


Jeſus the Mgfias and Expedtation of 


ations, ſhould be Murder'd and 


Crucifid by his own People? And 
| do 


trated by the Ata? Les: 
does not Foſeph the ſew, and 


ght his Mira- 


by — — ——ä———.ù — VS — 


{5 ) 


all the World own. with Joel I. 
18. c. 4s Antiq. That the Prince of 
10 Pts that mas G 2 
ury for the Raman Em our, 
ae him to the Croſs = 
the & oils forctel long before 
Saviour's Paſſion, 9 the Veil of 


the Temple ſhould be rent, and Haile 


neſs cover the Face of the Earth? 
And does not Phlegon, an exact 


then _— oger, afſert the fame to 


have happen'd. in the eighteenth 


Year bra Tita Caſe 4/ar's Reign, the 


very Time our Saviour ſuffe 45 In 
a Word, the Jewiſh Annals, as well 
as the Gentil's Sybils, inform us of 

another more. diſtinguiſhing Paſſage 


of the Meſſtes, viz. That he ſhould 


riſe the third Day from Death to 
Life: An evident . of his 


Divinity. And pray does not Joſeph |} 


the Jew aſcertain, us, that the fame 
was made good to a Tittle in Jeſws ? 


W ho Wes Crucifi'd ” Pilate, a9 


>. 


And do not the Jewiſh Records bod 


* | 
ws having accutd and deliuer d over 


10 his Diſciples 


themſelyes ; is it probable their Pre- 
dictions of ſo ancient a Date before, 
at different Times, by diſperate Per- 

ſons, and in diſtant Places, ſhould all 
þ 4 | D 2 cen- 
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2. 520 | 


center in the ſame individual Perſon 


Feſus Chriſt ? Either theſe Predicti- 


ons were true or falſe : If the firſt, 


then Jeſus Chriſt is the true Miffas, 
the Expectation of Nations and 
God himſelf; if falſe, is it not a 
moſt miraculous Effect that fo 
many Lyers, of ſuch different Ends 
and Intereſts, and diſtant from 


each other, ſhould jump exact! 


in their Stories with all their 
appendant Circumſtances of Time, 


Place, Perſons, Actions, tho? fore- 


fold ſeveral hundreds of Years, 


not to ſay thouſands before his Ap- 
pearance in the World, when there 
was no Proſpe& of Jeſus Chriſt's In- 
carnation, his working ſuch Won- 


ders, curing all Manner of Ailements, 


dying upon an ignominious Croſs, 


and riſing the third Day from Death 
to Life? Nay, is there any. Shew 


of Senſe, that Mahomet a profeſs'd 
Enemy of Chriſtianity, ſhou'd de- 


clare in his own. Goſpel, that Jeſus 


was 4 great Prophet and wrought Mi- 
. racles 


az 


> SW: 
racles by the Power and Spirit of God, 
and Joſeph the Jew cabal with him 
and the four Evangeliſts, againſt his 


| own Religion, in his eighteenth and 


fourth Book of Antiquities? In caſe 
theſe Factum's recounted of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, be nothing 
but Fables devis'd by Chriſtians, 
they are ſuch improbable ones, as 
Nothing but a credulous Deiſt that 
pretends to believe Nothing, will 
credit. Oh how infinitely does the 
Credulity of a Deiſt ſurpaſs that of 
a Chriſtian ! For Chriſtians only be- 
lieve-ſuch Myſteries credible as are 
grounded upon good Motives and 


Marks of Credibility ; but a Deift 


chops upon Reaſon, believes credible 
Things, as Chriſtian Doctrine, incre- 
dible; and incredible Things, ghe 
Denial of all human and divine Faith, 
to be credible. Let the blaſphemous 
Deiſt conjure up. if he pleaſe, all the 
Impoſtors that were ever extant, Si- 

mon Magus, Mahomet, Apollonins, &c. 
he'll never cope with Chriſtianity. 
FFF 9 „ Pray 


. 
Pray what Predictions of a 1000 or 
500 Years ſtanding, ever thought of 
any of theſe Monſters for God's Pro- 
phets or the true Maſſas? Did ever 
any Friends of theſe Pſeudo-Apoſtles 
rophecy as much of them, as the 
Bodies of Chriſtianity atteſt of 
n . 
Phil. If Chriſt's Divinity and 
Commiſſion from God were ſo evi- _ 
dent in their own Records, why did 
the Jews caſt him off and Crucify 
him? Is it probable God's ' choſen 
People ſhould ſpurn at his Precepts, 
-and ſhut their Eyes againit the bright 
* Sunſhine ; chuſe rather to ramble 
in the Dark, than follow the 
Light? e COT COR: 
| oy. You are caught in your 
on Net: Your Objection flaſhes 
in your Face, and convinces the Jews, 
of an unparalleP4 Obſtinaey. For 
beſides the Manifeſt Teſtimony of 
their own Records as to the Time, 
the Place of his Birth, Life, Lineape, 
Death, Paſſion and 8 | 
N 8 "1 was | 


(55). 

Tas further recorded in their own 
Annals, Daz. 9. Malac. c. 1, that their 
own Town ſhould be degarnſh'd, 
their Temple demoliſh'd, and they 
 teft withour Hoſt, without Altar: 
And that they themſelves ſhould 
caſt him off and Crucif fy him, which 
was all diſcharg'd at their Expence: 
For after they had murder'd him 
upon Mount-Calvayy, their City was 
taken, their Temple deſtroy'd, them- 
| ſelves maſſacred; and the Remains 

ſcatter'd about the World like Re- 
| probate Vagabonds, deveſted at once 
of - their Kingdom: their Country, 
their God, their All. Had the ſews 
ſet up Teſue Chriſt as they had done 
ſeveral Impoſtors ; then the _ 1 
would have been to the Put "nn 
But now having diſown'd hin fot = 
their Maltas, it is a moſt irrefraga- | 


gion, and fortifies all other Reaſons 
in Favour of it. Now for a Deift 


ble Argument in Proof of his Miſ. 


to wonder a' Jew ſhould ſhut - his 2 1 
—— to the bright Sunſhine, is moſt - Ii 
D4 unrea- "I 


n . 
unreaſonable, ſeeing he . 
in his own Perſon more Obſtinacy, 


than ever the Jews pretended to; 


who, tho' moſt flamingly impious 
and obdurate for diſowning their 
Meſſias, evinc'd both by their own 
Records and his admirable Life, Do- 


ctrine and Miracles; yet never ar- 


riv'd to that Impudence and Impi- 
ety to deny the Exiſtence of ſuch a 
Perſon as Fee Chriſt, his preaching 
ſuch Doctrine or working ſuch Mi- 
racles as are recorded of him. But 
to reinforce the Proofs of Chriſtia- 
nity from the Nature of its Do- 
—A V 
Secondly, Compare the Maxims 


of Chriſtianity with the moſt cele- 


brated Legiſlators of antiquity, the 
Solon s, the NMuma's, the Draco's, the 
Licurguſes. You'll find in 'em good 


Laws to model a Common-Wealth 
for ſome temporary End, but far 


ſhort of the Scheme of our Law- 


wer Jeſus Chriſt, The Subject of 


is Goſpel is ſo elevated an Argu- 


ment, 


»‚»ᷣ» ß ] ⁵..7ßũñ . ˙—˙—ö .. —«—r—m!———Rr !., ̃ . ̃ ²——'i 11 


"EF 
ment, that it ſurmounts the weak 
Imagination of a Man that creeps 
and-crawls upon Earth. It muſt be 
the Invention and Contrivance of a 1 
God, who commands us to love him 
with our whole Heart, our whole 
Soul, our whole Strength; and our 
Neighbour as our ſelf; with ſuch | 
an heroical Diſpoſition of Mind as |J| 
to render our Life and laſt Drop of ÞIf 
Blood for him. Here you are oblig'd JI} 

to love thoſe that hate you, and bleſs I} 
thoſe that curſs you: You are taught if 
by the Evangelical Counſels ſuch | 

Purity of Body and Mind, as to vie 

with the very Angels; ſuch Sandti- II 
ty of Intention in your Actions as il 
without any Allay of Honour, Plea- | 
ſure or Profit, to ſteer all your 1 
Thoughts, Words and Deeds to God's | 

greater Glory; ſuch profound Hu- 
mility and Contempt of worldly 
Grandeur, as to trample upon al 
Honours and Eminencies, and pre- 

fer the Ignominy of the Croſs, be- 

ſore Crowns and Kingdoms; 155 

. | 11 


: 4 
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3 2 as to fell ones 
Whole Subſiſtance to be dealt about 
in Alms, and become a Beggar for 
the Love of Goc: Such entire Obe- 
dience, as not only to Acrifice our 
ſelves to God's Honour and out 
Neighbours good, by overt Acts, 
but alſo our nderſtanding and Wills 
to the Laws and Rules of Obedi- - 


ence: Thus the whole Man be- 
comes à Holocauſt to his Maker. 


What Point of Ferfectiom fo refin'd 
in Matter of Morality, Humility, 
Patience, Juſtice, Temperance, Cha- 
„ Charity, which  Chriltianity 
does not both: preach! and pratti 
in ſeveral of her Members, whoſe 
ſhining Examples, bs ny Vertues 
and Miracles | atiical y  fifted and 
examined are enroP'd in publick Re- 
giſters? What Myſtery is fo ſublime 
that our Minds are not mounted 
bp to, to contemplate ? All the Ora- 
fors in the Univerſe with their Rhe- 
forick, of Philoſophers with their 


Reaſons could never induee a ow” to 
FE e- 


; (9). 
believe ſuch incomprehenſible Myſte- 
ries as the Reſurrection 6f the Dead, 
the Incarnation, the Trinity. Who 
could ever have imagin'd with the 
Aſſiſtance of their own earthly Ide- 
as alone, that a human Carcaſs cor- 
rupted and tutn'd to Duſt, nay em- 
body'd in. the Bellies of wild Beaſts, 
ſhould” ariſe more vigorous, more 
bright, more beautifal than ever? Ji 
That an Immenſe, Immutable, Im- 
mortal God ſhould cloth the Rayes 1 
of his Divinity with the Nature of 
a poor Worm, his Vaſſal Man; and FI 
by his Wiſdom, Power and Good- 
neſs, concenter theſe two Extreams 
in his own Perſon, Omnipoteticy * 
and Impotency, Immortality and. 
Mortality, Immenſity and a Span, 
God and Man? How could it en- 
ter into the Intelle& of an Angel, 
much leſs that of a weak ignorant 


Man, to believe his God to be One 
in Eſſence, Power, Goodneſs, Wiſ- | 
dom and Juſtice ; yet Three in Pet- Wi 
Foul ay and really diltinct ? Ws / 
: UD- 1 


( 60 ) 
ſublunary Objects are there here on 
Earth, to convey into our Mind ſuch 
Ideas by our Senſes, there being no- 
thing extant in created Nature able 
to ſuggeſt a Notion of this Myſte- 
xy, as it is in the Creed of the Chri- 
ſtians? Nor can the Deiſt argue from 
any pretended Unreaſonableneſs of 
the Myſteries, without demonſtra- 


ting them to be divine by the very 


Argument by which he oppoſes them: 
Seeing evident Reaſon and Expe- 
rience convinces us, that Nothing 
but a God could effect ſuch a Change 
in a headdy, ſenſual, ſelfiſn World, 
to make Myſteries. repugnant to 

Fleſh and Blood both in Theory and 

Practice, obtain and oblige Men to 

ſubmit to their Authority. 

_ _.. Thirdly, Conſider the Perſons, 
that preach'd up this ſublime Do- 
Arine both in., Morality an My: 
ry, not powerful Princes, ſubtil 

Philoſophers or quaint Orators : But 

twelve weak, ignorant, literate Fi- 

ſhermen, without Arms, without In- 


tereſt 


e e e r eee yo rn 
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( 61 ) . 
tereſt, without Eloquence. Where 
did they preach it? Not in Cor- 
ners, Caves or private Houſes, but 
in publick Tribunals, and open 
2 2 — 0 Jon Philo- 
ers, bloody Tyrants, and ragin | 
Devils To demönſtrate their De 8 
Arine without Diſpute Divine, twas 
back'd with God's broad Seal, Mi- 
racles, wrought in View of their 
bittereſt Enemies; where they ſur- 
mounted Power by Patience, Elo- 
quence with Ignorance, and the Sub- 
tility of Men and Devils with San- 
ctity. Jeſus Chriſt their Lord an Ma- 
ſter ſent them not as Wolves among 
Sheep, but Sheep amongſt Wolves, 
Ecce ego mitto vos ſicut Agnos inter 
Lupos. For Wolves to worrie and 
maſter Sheep is natural, but for 
mild innocent Lambs to tame Wolves 
and turn them into Sheep, as the 
Apoſtles did their Perſecutors, 1s moſt 
miraculous. When Cyres went to 
conquer the World; he decoy'd his 
Souldiers into an Aſſociation with a 
natu- 


N 


of Arms or fair Promiſi conque- 


| Monarch in the World, wich 


( 62 ) 
natural Motive, the Praſpect of a 
Temporary Reward: If he be a 
Footman ſaid he, I'll mount him: If a 
Yeoman I'll make him a Gentleman: 
If a Maſter of a Village, II give 
him a City : If a Lord, Pll make 
him a Prince. But Jeſus Chriſt and 
his twelve Apoſtles without the-Poſſe |} 


red more Kingdoms, {erected more 


Trophies, ſubdued more Hearts by | 
Preaching, than ever Cyrus or any 


 Blandiments; Power or Promiſes. If 
the Apoſtles were aſpiring Men, 
what ſtrange Methods dit they 
make uſe off to compaſs their De- 
ſignes? Did not they uſe Arguments 
repugnant to Fleſh and Blood? In lieu 
Of Honours and Delights they promis d 
nothing but Goals, Gibbets, Pains | 
and Perſecutions: Yet notwithſtan- 
ding all Oppoſition from Tyrants; 
 Frowns from Enemies, and Flatte- 
ries from Friends, nay all the Tor- 
ments human Malice could invent, 
f OG 


(63) 
or Power inflict; Fu ſtiapiey oor 
Root, grew. up, and branch'd it elf 


over the; Vaiverſe by the Piety and 


Patience of twelve Auer Men. 
This Ae: can rational 10 deny, | be- 
ing a publick Matter of 


Turk, Jew nor Infdet durſt diy 
pute the Manger of its F ropagatt 
on, that Was acquainted . Witlt 


its Qrigine, Ta a. Word, either Chri- 


Gian was uſher'd into the World 
by Miracles, the Product of 1155 
potency, or without them: If the 
firſt, is not the Deiſt a moſt mots 
dulous. daring Mao to Foy & D 
ring rplagted b 5 divine 5 7 
If tl = latter, is it not {till more mi- 
raculous for a Doctrine ſo difficult 


boch in Theory and Practice, preach- 


a. by weak, indigent, ignorant Men 

to grapple with, and be too hard for 
it, Power and Plenty of the 
4 World? And which is more 


ſurpriſing, that theſe Beggars ſhould 


oblige, proud, avar oO ſottiſb, fa 
Ua 


| ad, known 
to the whole World: For neither 
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ſual Men to run counter to their 


natural Bent and Strain of their 


Inclinations, and induce them to 


prefer Poverty before Plenty, Igno- 
miny before Honours, and Sufferings 
before Satisfactions: Theſe ſuperna- 
tural Effects ſurpaſs the Miracles 
|| themſelves that were wrought in 
| Ratification of the Doctrine. 


Phil. Tho' the Apoſtles did not 


allure their Proſelytes with tempo- 


rary Rewards, nor terrify them wittt | 


Torments ; 'Yet you cannot deny, 
but they decoy'd them to their Par- 
ty with the Proſpect of eternal Re- 
wards, and terrify'd them with the 
Fears of eternal Torments, which 
Infinitely ſurpaſs'd the Promiſes and 


Puniſhments of this World. What 


Wonder that Men influenc'd by 


- theſe Reaſons*ſhould for ſelf Preſer- 


vation, provide for Futurity ? What's 


more uſual than for more power- 
ful Motives to have an Aſcendant 


over us ? What can be a more pre- 


than 


* 


„ e 


valent Motive with Rational Men 


PY —— as. 


Happineſs and, Horrour of everla- 
ſting Torments.” A | 


The Reply J muſt confeſs is ſubti- 
ly contriv'd, but attended with the 
Fate of all other falſe Reaſonings ; 
it enfeebles the Plea of a Deiſt, and 
fortifies the Faith of Chriftianity : 
For if the Apoſtles were ſuch Men, 
had the Spring of Peoples Thoughts, 
to ſet them upon Penance, Selfdenial, 
Mortification, to love Enemies, con- 
feſs their moſt ſecret and ſhameful 
Sins, thirft after Croſſes; Gallows,Gib- 
bets; to make them believe ſo many 
difficult Myſteries repugnant to 
Fleſh and Blood; and all this not out 
| of a temporary End, but a ſpiritual 
Motive, the Hopes of Heaven, a 


n 
che Horrour of Hell; then we may 
conclude theſe Preachers were no 
Proud, Avaricious Cheats,. diſſem- 


| | bling ür Knaves, broaching their 
ZE a 


Errors tor a temporary. Intereſt; bur 
Good a Ferrous ype ht Dea- 
lers, difengag'd from the World. The 
Deiſt then cannot in Reaſon. ſup- 
ſe 7 to be a Club of Impo- 
ſtors, Magicians, Sorcerers, that play 
Tricks to pick up Money and Gre 
dit in the World: What Ak ht 
was Orthodox, and their Wonders 
not. Magick but. true Miracles; elſe 
they would have been the. greateſt 
Fools inthe. World, to expole- their 
Perſons to all Manner of Hardſhips, 
without Proſpect of Honour, Plea- 
ſure or Profit here; and. for their 
Lying, Cheating, Biſſembling, be 
damn'd eternally hereafter, accor- 
ding to their own Doctrine; Unleſs 
the Deiſt will make the World's 
Converſion from Polytheiſm to Chri- 
ſtianiſm ſtill more N ee 
ſuppoſing a Set of Fools, gy 1d 
. 5 Beg - 


— 8 
Beggars too hard for all the Wiſdom, 


Power and Piety in the World, and 
in ſpite of all Oppoſition, without 
Arms, Wit, or Intereſt to raiſe their 
Follies and Fergeries upon the Ru- 


ines of Senſe, Reaſon and Religion. 
When the Apoſtles preached Chri- 


ſtianity to Pagans, their Inducements 
to believe their Doctrine withi its 
Rewards and Puniſhments, the joynt 


Objects of their Faith, were either 


more cogent and better than the Mo- 
tives of any other Sect, or worſe : If 
the firſt; then the World acted pru- 


dently in a Matter of the laſt Im- 
portance, their eternal Woe or Wel- 
fare, by embracing à Belief that was 


ſupported wich ſtronger Arguments 
than any other Seck If t latter, 
the Deiſt multiplies Miracles, oblig- 
ing us to believe this Miracle of 


Miracles, iz. That Perſonages of all 


Ages, Sexes, Characters and Callings 
were prevai'd with to relinqui 

their Dignities, Pleaſures and Pa- 
times, to run after Cxoſſes and 
vt, MS | - © Gn 


(6) 
Contradictions, to eſpouſe a Dockrine 
repugnant to tlieir natural Bent and 
Inclination, with leſs Reaſon, and 
fewer Motives than they had to 
_ *em. HE 2203 115 n esto, 
 Chri. T own, Theopiſtus, you have 
fully anſwer'd ho Dein! ware, 
Why a Man ſhould be a Chriſtian 

rather than a Deiſt, Jew, Heathen, 
or Mahometan; producing ſuch evi- 
dent Arguments and - diſtinguiſhing 
Tokens of Truth, from the Nature of 
its Doctrine, Preachers and Propa- 
po that a Rational Creature is. 
bound to ſubſcribe, having the moſt 
cogent Proofs for its Credibility of 
all Sects and Religions in the World. 
Tho' you have faid enough, Theo- 
piſtus, to ſatisfy any reaſonable Man; 
yet in my Opinion, you have not 
ſufficiently illuſtrated the Subject of 
Chriſtian Miracles. I have heard 
many a Deiſt ſay, were they aſcer- 
tain'd, that theſe: Miracles of ca- 
ſting out Devils, curing all Diſeaſes, 
raiſing dead Men to — 
20,J * an 
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and confounding the lying Won- 
ders of Sorcerets and Magicians, 


were true and inconteſtahle, they 
would be inclin*d to receive the Do- 


ctrine; but ſeing there are ſo. many 


legendary Fables, trump'd upon em 
by Hiſtorians, it raiſes a Doubt of 
every Matter of Fact handed down 
by Hntiq ut. 
I heop. Having already demonſtra- 


ted the 2 ſuch Perſons as 


Jeſus Chriſt and his twelve Apoſtles, 
W110 taught and eſtabliſhèd ſuch a 
Doctrine, wrought ſuch Miracles in 
Ratification of it, being Matters, of 
Fatt, not tranſacted in Caves or Cor- 
ners or publiſn'd by. private Perſons, 
but recorded in publieck Regiſters 
in the View 0 the whole WOr Id, — 
with all their appendant Circum- 
ſtances of Time, Place, Perſons, &c. 
Its needleſs to Hepeat them here. 
Theſe Truths of our Saviour's cu- 


ring all Manner of Ailments, Feeding, 


5000 Perſons with five Loaves and 
two Fiſhes, Raiſing dead Men to 
nn. 1 | Litg 
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Jualius Ceſar, that warr'd againſt his 
Country, Was ſ{tabb'd in the Roman 


(50). 


Life, are as evident, being done be- 
fore Clouds of Witneſſes, as it 


is, that there was ſuch a Man as 


Senate; that William the Conqueror 


invaded theſe Kingdoms, and Charles 
the J. loft his Head; none diſputing 


the Truth of theſe Matters of Fact, 
neither _ nor = Yrs nor La- 
8141, Porphiry, or Julian the Apoſt ate, 

profeſſed Sue cr Chilly; 
the* ſome were ſo impious, out of 
Envy and Malice to impute chem 


to Art Magick. Beſides, theſe Mira- 


culous Effects were not recorded, by 
tricking, deſigning Men to cajole a 


. Party, but of ſuch known Probity 


' 
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and ſimplicity as to enregiſter their 
own Failings, how that Peter tho 
the Prince of the Apoſtles denyd 
his owh Maſter, that Sal Dr. of the 
Gentils, was a Murderer in conſen- 
ting to Stephen's Death, that the ve- 

Apoſtles had - Differences amongſt 


themſelves, &c. Again, theſe poor, 
| 1 igno- 
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71 1 3 
ignorant, humble Men do notrecount } 
vifionary Dreams, done in Hzpger- 
mugger without Witneſſes, as Maho. 
met the Impoſtor, bur publick Tranſ- 
actions, with an Appeal to the Sen- 
ſes and Experience of an innumera- 
ble Audience, and Enemies too, who 
ſcann'd and canvaſs'd em with ut=> | 
maoſt Rigour, and would have been 
ſure to oppoſe whatever was 
ill grounded or erroneus : Yet thele 
Factum's, I mean Chriſt's Miracles 
and his Apoſtles, were ſo well at- 
teſted, that none durſt diſpute em, 
no, not the worſt of Apoſtates, who 
own'd the Facts, but ſome indeed 
gave the Deference to the Devil, and 
not to divine Power: So that unleſs 
we allow theſe Miracles of Teſs 
_ Chriff, and his Apoſtles to be evi- 
dent Matters of Fact there's no ſuch 

Thing in the World; which Aſſer- | 

tion cuts upon all common 'Senfe, | 
and ſtrikes us out of the Lift of Ra- 
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: Phil. Theopiſtus you run on at a 
great Rate, without, any Diſtincti- 
on between Points of ſmall Impor- 

tance; as whether there was ſuch a 

Man as Julius C lar, William the 
Conqueror, &c. and Matters of Re- 
ligion, when its the Intereſt of the 
Prieſts that have ſuch an Aſcendant 
over the State, to mint gainful Mat- 
ters of Fact, to bubble the Magiſtra- 
ane clap the Laity under the 
Hatches, to be ridden by them for 
their own Ends. For Religion is a 
ſpecious Pretence to cajole the Peo- 
ple and make the Miniſtry conſide- 
rable in the Eye of the yn} 

. Theop. What a Misfortune is it to 
have an ill Cauſe to manage; one 
cannot arraign their Adverſary with- 
out impleading themſelves. You. pre- 
tend the hiſtorical Relation of Jalius 
Ceſar, of W illiam the C onqueror, are 
Matters of ſmall Importance, ſo none 
would trouble their Heads to forge 
S ?em. Yet as inconſiderable ws, OY. 
appear, I defy a Deiſt to palm _ 

| a * 


4.73) |. 
Records upon any one Nation in the 
World for Truths; moſtly when at- 
tended with all their Appurtenances 
of Time, Place, Perſons, Actions, and 
ſeconded with the total Subyverſion 


of a Government. If then theſe 


Things of leſſer Conſequence can- 
not be ſham'd upon one Country 
or Kingdom, how can a Deiſt ima- 
gine Matters of Fact guarded with 
all their collateral Circumſtances 
[ſuch as are the Miracles of Chrif 

and his Apoſtles tranſacted in View 
of the whole World, to ratify Points 
of Religion of the laſt Importance, 
whereon depends the eternal Woe 


or Welfare of all Mankind] ſhould 


be trump'd upon the World, each 
Perſon tamely ſubmitting to their 


Authority, tho' never ſo ſeemingly _ 
repugnant to Fleſh and Blood, Senſe 


and Reaſon too? Good God, what 


a Miracle is this? Either theſe Prieſts 


that deluded the World into a Be- 
lief of Chriſtian Miracles and My- 


ſteries were Fools or wiſe Men? | 
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If the firſt, is it not a Paradox, chat 
all the Wiſdom in the World ſhould | 
be gulPd in Points of the laſt Impor- 


tance by a Set of Fools? If the latter, 


is it not more ſurpriſing, that wiſe 
Men, without the Proſpect of Happi- 
neſs, either here or hereafter, ſhould 
forge theſe publick Lyes, with an o- 
oo Appeal to every Man's Senſe and 
Experience to the contrary, to be 
{augh'd at for Lyers in recounting 
theſe ſham Miracles with all their 
additional - Circumſtances which e- 
very one could contradict, without 

a Poſſibility of being believed? Nay 
which is ſtill a moſt monſtruous Pa- 
radox, Turks, Jews and Heathens 
ſhould combine with Chriſtians their 
Enemies, to prophecy, ſcrible and 
lie to prop up the Impoſture? Aſ- 
Manas us that there was ſuch a 


Man as Jeſus Chriſt; if I may call him a 
Man, a Worker of moſt wonderfal Mira- 


dle: That he wrought them by the Power 


4nd Spirit of God. Joſ.1.18.Antiq. What 
 dikelyhood' is there, that ancient and 
| ” T0 mo- 
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modern Writers, Enemies to Chri- 
ſtianity, ſhould forge Blams to ſup- 


port their Doctrine? JA 
As to the Factumꝰs tabled of the 


Heathen Gods, they were neither 
publickly known, nor ſeriouſly at- 
teſted by any one: No, nor ſignꝰd 


or ſeal'd as. Chriſtian Doctrine and 


Miracles with the Blood of innu- 
merable Martyrs ; Nor do theſe God 


ſmiths aſcertain us of any known 


ctrines, but only father'd upon their 
Pagods a Pack of private inchohe- 
rent Dreams, the Soberer laugh'd at, 
and the more Powerful forc'd u 


the People for politick Ends, with 


Fire and Sword, as Mzhomer's Con- 
verſe with the Moon, and mighty 
Journey from Mecca to Jeruſalem; 


or the Poet's ' Fictions of che pagan | 


Deities, as Mercury's ſtealing Sheep, 


| FJupirer's being tura'd into a Bull, 

and ſuch Romantick Stuff, without 

any other Proof - than the _ 
MERE». rain: 


1 
Brain: Who ever reſuſcitated the 
Dead to live and converſe with 
Men, cur'd Perſons that were born 
blind, and all other. incurable Di- 
ſtempers in View of the whole World; 
believed 'em themſelves, or oblig'd 
others to ſeal their Forgeries with 
their Heart's Blood? ?Tis true, the 
Pagans, as well as the Turks, have 
their Ramazans, Obſervances, Rites 
and Rituals, and tell you ſtrange 
Stories of their Oracles, What? And 
are not their Soberer and more ſen- 
ſible Men of their Gang aſham'd of 
them? Pliny lib. 30. c. 1. and Zy- 
Simus a malicious Infidel in Julian 
the Apoſtate's Life demonſtrates the 
Vanity of their Idols and Oracles, 
moſtly at Chriſt's Appearance, as Por- -1 
phyry an Infidel and a profe(s'd-Ene- | 
> 1 of Chriſtianity. atteſts from A. | 
| polio's own Complaint Hei mihi O- 
raculorum defecit mihi claritas, Plit- 
tarch one of the learnedſt of the ſame 
Profeſſion, in tract. de perfectione O- 
raculorum, Owns their Deficiency in 
igt! + plain 
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FA. 
plain Terms: Infine, Porphyry, lib. 1. 
con. Chriſ. 'recounting a great Plague 1 
that rag'd in Sicily, ſays of Miſſinaa 
the Metropolis; 1's n Monder ix 
this City be plagud ſo long, ſeeing both 
Eſculapius and all the Gods 70% it by 
the ' Acceſs of the Chriſtians, for ſince 
that Men begun to worſhip Jeſus, we 
could never obtain any Profit by our 
Gods. This being own'd by the E.. 
nemies of Chriſtianity, vis. - the 
Power of Jeſus Chriſt and his Apo» 
ſtles, and the Vanity and .Impoten- |jþ 
cy of their own Idols and Oracles; 
will any Man be ſo ſenſeleſly im- 
pious to parallel Paganiſm with Chri- 
ſtianity, when it is manifeſt, the 
firſt is nothing but Fiction and 
Phrenſy; and che latter, Reality, Wiſ- 
dom and Piety ? Incaſe the hame- 
leſs Deiſt will lay the Streſs upon 
Pagan Prieſts, the ſuperſtitious Ce- 
remonies ſpawn'd and poliſh'd bj 
them: . Firft, Let them give in as 
| clear Evidence of their Credentials 
and Commiſſion from God. Second- 


ly, 


Ty 
ly, Let them demonſtrate their Do- 
rine in Myſi gg or Morality as 
divine as ours. Thirdly, That its 


Promulgation was as miraculous as 


Jeſas Chriſ*s. Fourthly, That their 


own Phrenſy in disbelieving reveaPd 
Religion, be miark*d out with as ma- 
12 tives and Miracles as Chri- 
ſtlaniſm. Then P'll cloſe With De- 


iſm, and allow, that Set of Cymicks 


talks rationally ; , Elſe for a Deiſe to 

parallel Polytheiſm or Turciſm with 
Chriſtianity, is outfacing all Senſe 
and Reaſon. 

P Phil, Let us ſuppoſe Jeſus Chriſt's 


Miracles, and theis roof his. Apoſtles 


were really tranſacted as recorded; 

What then? Was not Apollonius Ty- 
aneus that danc'd Statues about 
like Poppets, a wonderful for his 
Signes as — © pong ſtrange Pro- 
digies does Phrloſtratus and Merage- 


ze5 report of him? Vet none cano» | 


mie him for a true Prophet, but an 
e e fie #2 e 
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Theop. Could any 

wWeakly urg'd, than Apollonius's Feats? 
To turn Infidel, to deny Chriſtiani- 
ty for ſuch incredible Stories recouti- 
ted by Philoſtratus! Let not the De- 


iſt queſtion a Chriſtian's Credulity, 


ſeeing he over-reaches them a Bar 
Length. A Chriſtian believes the 


Doctrine and Miracles of Jeſus Chriſt, 


on ſuch Grounds only, as no pri- 
dent Man can deny, being, reinforcd 


with all the Authority and Reaſon 


that may juſtly be requir'd for any 
publick Tranſaction done in View of 
the whole World; beſides innume- 
rable Arguments from his Enemies 
Records, the Nature of its Teachers; 


and the Doctrine antun | 


demonſtrated Divine; the Impoſ- 
ſibility of its being introduc'd, &c.. 
But a Deiſt that pretends to-take no- 
thing upon ſuch Authority, builds 
his blaſphemous Apoſtacy upon Phi- 
loffratus's Word, who, as he tells. 
you, to gratif Joie a Rhetorical 
.ady much addicted to Romanges, 

| 5 re- 
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Thing be more 


(8) 
recounts ſtrange things of this Ma- 
ician, but will not aſcertain us, 
that his Relation is true, What he 
reports is from Danus, varniſh'd and 
trump'd up by him, a 100 Years af. 
ter theſe wonderful Performances are 
faid to be done. He cites indeed one 
Meragenes but values not his Au- 
thority, taxing him with Ignorance 
of. Apollonias's Feats, for not being 
fitted to the Palate of a Romantick 
Lady. But to gratify my Anta 5 
niſt; let's ſuppoſe there was ſuch a 
Man as Apolſonius. What then © 7 
What was the End or Deſign of his 
Performances? He ſet up no new 
Worſhip, nor aboliſfid the old; pre- 
tended to no new Goſpel or Reve- 
lation; left no Law behind; eſta- 
une nothing, contradicted no Bo- 
dy; oblig'd none to believe him. 
Whkhcs it is evident he either 
Henze no fuch Wonders as are 
85 f of him, or elſe, if he did, he 
ER theſe Pranks, to get Smoak, 5 
ſo vaniſh'd away in his oo 
on- 


” 
I, 


5 

* 
3 
1 
1 
| 3 
= 
_ / 
9 


—ͤ— 


FA — 5 ah Sac 5 _ a "DI a 


— 24 CHE ALI IT 


(81) A 
Conceipt. But what are theſe few, 
dark, romantick Teſtimonies, claſh- 
ing with each other, to our Saviour's 
and his Apoſtle's Miracles, recor- 
ded in publick Regiſters, atteſted by 
Clouds of unconteſtable Witneſſes, 
own'd by Turk, Jew and Gentile, 


Enemies to Chriſtianity, ſign'd and 


ſeal'd with the Blood of Martyrs, 
wrought in Confirmation of a Law 
and Goſpel, practis'd, taught and e- 
ſtabliſh'd by their Virtue all over 
the World? The Deiſt muſt own 
Apolloniuss Wonders to be either in 
Favour of Truth, or Falſhodd, elſe 
why are they alledg'd ? If the firſt, 
let them not blame the Credulity 
of a Chriſtian, ſeeing they give Cre- 
dit to Signes infinitely leſs credible : 
If the latter, that is if they ima- 
gine them to be wrought to coun- 
tenance Error and Falſhood, what 
an unparallel'd Piece of Impudence 
is it in them, to impugne evident 
Matters of Fact, divine Truths, with 


1 Shams and Falſities, which they be- 


F lieve 


li eve to be truly and really ſuch. 
' Phil. Tho? we ſhould alſow your 
Miracles to be true Matters of Fact, 
ſtill you cannot convince them to 
he true Miracles. Might tot Beel- 
 Zebub be their Abettor to delude 
the World with greater Subtilty, 
Pray Who knows the Exten 


his Power, or the Force of Nature? 
_ Theop. Grant but ſuch a Power in 
Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles, to work 
the Mitactes recorded in Scripture | 
Which cannot as I have demon- 
ſtrated, reaſonably be deny'd, wiz. 
Of curing ſuch as are born blind, 


and all Manner of Ailements, raiſing 


both Himſelf and dead Men to Life, 
a Power and Authority to diflodge 
the Devil out of Demomacks, and 
to diſſolve his Works, as both Heathen 
and Chiiſtian atteſt, and Devils dare 
not deny, as I have already evinc'd 
by their own Authors and Oracles; 
grant but this, and a Deiſt is the 


moſt unreaſonable Man in the World, 


toperſiſt in his Incredulity. In caſe | 
7 En WE. , 
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__ Chriſtianity ; St. Peter, and St. Paul, 
Apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt were God's 


n 

we had been Iq Chris Contem- 
poraries, Eye Witneſſes of theſe mi- 
raculous Effects, in Proof of Chri- 
ſtianiſm and Condemnation of De- 


iſm, would not this have been a 


cogent Argument, a pregnant Proof 
n, to believe 


er lying Wonders, to oblige 
the Devil himſelf with his Magici- 
ans, to confeſs themſelves maſter d 
by the Power of Jeſus Chriſt, the 
only true God? Were two in Di- 
ſpute about Religion, 2 Chriſtian 
and a Deiſt, and ſhould the latter 
own himſelf to be worſted and obli- 
ged to ſubſcribe to the Evidence of 
his Adverſary's Arguments; Could 


Ty By-ſtanderin Rea ſon take on with 


the conquer'd, and not the Con- 
queror? God and the Devil were 
in Diſpute at the firſt Planting of 


Champions, Simon Magus, and Eh- 


F 2 MAS 


TY 
mas the Devils; they controverted 
the Myſteries of our Faith, not only 
with Arguments, but unuſual Signs 
and Wonders: The holy Apoſtles by 
divine Power,. as *twas own'd by 
their very Enemies, conquer'd and 
confounded the Sorcerers, with the 
Energy of their Arguments and Au- 
thority of their. Miracles, and forc'd 
them to publiſh Chri/*s Divinity, 
Doctrine and Power to be.Paramount | 
to that of the Devil, as is manifeſt 
both by publick Regiſters and the 
World's Converſion: Simon Magus 
coveting to purchaſe St. Peter's Pow- 
er with Money, and Elymas looſing 
his Eyes by St. Paul's Preaching, in 
Puniſhment of his wicked Errors 
and ſpiritual Blindneſs. Beſides the 
greateſt Miracle of all, the ſuddain 
Change of a headdy, ſenſual, felfiſh 
World, wedded to its own: Ways 
and Humours, into an humble, pi- 
- ous, patient, chaſt, charitable Set of 
Men. The Devil's Emiſſaries convi- 
Ceed by the manifeſt Force of _ 
EZ. a: er- 
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Mercy, Power and Authority over 
them, own'd the Truth of his Do- 
ctrine and Divinity, as Tertullian, a 
moſt learned Writer, proves to the 
Heathens Face in his Apology 4d 


Gentes, demonſtrating in ſeveral Ex- 
amples, how the Devil was forc'd to 


own himſelf a Devil in his Idols and 
Oracles, and not a God. Hom they fear 
God in Chriſt, and Chriſt in God, and 


| that they are made ſubjects unto him. None 


will lie to their own Shame, but rather 


For Honour and Advantage. Yet theſe 
Hßpirits, more baſhful than a Deiſt, 
will not ſay Chriſt was a Conjurer, but 


they ll confeſs he was the Vertue, Wi/- 


dom and Word of God, &c. Is not 
then a Deiſt more daring than a 
Devil to deny Chris's Miracles, Do- 


ctrine and Divinity, theſe wicked 


| Spirits are oblig'd to own ? And 
are not they more fooliſh than the 


weakeſt and worſt of Men, to ſub- 


mit to the Captive, rather than the 
Conqueror? As to: that Branch of 


the Objection; Beelæebub's being an 
F 3 Aͤbet- 


FS) 
Abeftor to Chri/*s Miracles, to de. 


lude the World with 7 Sub- 

tilty, is a Thread d finely ſpun, that 
it breaks as you touch it. For tho? 
the Devil be a Knave, he was ne- 
ver taken fot a Fool before, to de- 
folate his own Dominions, to work 
Miracles, to countenance Vertue and 
diſcourage Vice. As for our Igno- 
rance of the Extent of Nature, what 
Boundaries are to be fix'd to Godgs 
Power and the Devils, the Objection 
flat and frivolous, as long as we are aſ- 
_ certain'd of the Piety and Prevalency 
of the one, and the Impiety and 
Impotency of the other, from un- 


doubted Records and the manifeſt 


Converſion of the World ; and that 
Miracles of Jeſus Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles got the Maſtery of all magi- 
cal Arts and Legerdemain Tricks 
of the Devil. If then the Curing all 
Manner of incurable Ailments, rai- 
118 both himſelf and dead Men to 
Life, 2 Devils, . r 
with all the Laws of Nature 
7 -. m- 
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mplanting his 


tent Fiſhermen, in ſpite of all the 
Power, Subtilty, Intereſt, Eloquence 
and Malice of Men and Devils, be 
not a ſufficient Motiye to make a 

it ſeems almoſt out of 


Deiſt believe, it ſeems almoſt 0 
the Power of an Omnipotent God to 


convert him; much leſs ought weak 


ignorant Man 2 7 
Phil. You ancy Theopiſtas, you 


have knock'd down all the Deiſts 


at a Blow: You rant it out at a 


ſtrange Rate, as if the Cauſe were 


your own without Controul: I hope 


 Chriſis will be ſo juſt, as not to con- 
demn me before ſhe has a perfect 


nizance of my Cauſe. 


Chri. By no Means, I have given 


you a favourable Audience hitherto, 


nor ſhall my Patience relent to hear 
out: What have 1957 W to 
 $. ca. 


offer to the Plantif*s Pro 
Phil. My Ae has labour'd 
much to proye Chriſtian Mir: 


holy and heayenly 

Dofrine repugnant to Fleſh and 

Blood, by indigent, illiterate, impo- 
1 


an Miracles 
* 5 5 18 to 6 
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to be wrought by divine Power in 
Ratification of divine Doctrine, but 
has not demonſtrated what this Chri- 
ſtian Doctrine is. The Arian, Ne- 
ſtorian, Proteſtant and Papiſt own 
Jeſus Chriſt's Doctrine and Miracles 
to be true, but are not agreed a- 
mongſt themſelves, what theſe Prin- 
ciple Points of Chriſtian Doctrine 
are. I am ſure their Creed and Ca- 
techiſms are not a Kin, but very He- 
terogeneal in their Articles. Not one 
of the contending Parties will budge, 
but bandy about their Opinions in 
the Pulpit, ſtigmatizing each other 
with the odious Imputation of Apo- 
ſtate, Sciſmatick, and Heretick. How 
ſhall we fiſh out the Chriſtian Do- 
Qtrine amidſt ſuch Confuſjon ? Pray 
how'll you demonſtrate that cheſs 
principle Myſteries viz. the Incar- 
nation, Trinity, &c. ſo much talk'd 
of, are Points of Chriſtian Doctrine? 
 Theop. There's Nothing Philanrus, 
which argues more the Weakneſs of 
yaur Cauſe, than your TR of 
| | : O- 


Proceeding in our preſent Debate.; 

you have been forc'd to quit your 
Poſts one by one, and {till you would 
caſt your ſelf behind ſome new. En- 

roche but this is a weak Shift, 


a meer Evaſion, which evinces you 


have no Mind to be undeceiv'd or 
to acknowledge your Errors: If I 
have prov'd to Evidence, that the 
Grounds of Atheiſm are not tena- 
ble, that Chriſtianiſm is ſtamp'd 


with the Character of Truth, which 


makes it evidently more credible 
than any other Sect which ſtands 
in Oppoſition with it; If I ſay this 
be prov'd, as you ſeem to grant, 
Why do you not humbly acknow- 
ledge your Errors? Why do you not 
by a Submiſſion of your Judgment 
aàttone for that unwarrantable Li- 
berty you have hitherto taken, of 
ruling your Faith by your caprict- 
ous Fancy? Being drive from other 
Holds, you would now perſwade 
your ſelf, that the Multiplicity of 
Sects even among Chriſtians is a ſuf- 
os N ficient 


ficient Plea for one of your Perſwa- 
fion to diſcredit All; that is, for Fear 
your ſenſeleſs Soul, buried in Senſu- 
= ſhould be diſturb'd, you are 
willing to catch at every Thing 
which may ſerve to lull you aſleep; 
But Sir, it you deſire ſincerely to a- 
wake out of this Lethargy, it will 
not be much harder, even by the 
Light of Reaſon, to convince your 
ſelf of the principle Tenets of Chriſt's 
true Doctrine, in Oppoſition to the 
Errors of the Arians, Neſtorians and 
other Heretical Sects, then it was to 
prove the Truth of Chriſtianiſm, in Op- 
poſition to the Turks and Heathens. 
Phil. What Theopiſtus, do you pre- 
tend to demonſtrate the Myſteries of 
Clriſis true Doctrine by the Light 
of Reaſon? f; 
Theo. Miſtake me not, you miſ- 
= calculate very much, if you fancy 
| J pretend to demonſtrate Chrittian 3 
= Myſteries by Reaſon; that's more 


| chan I promis'd, or any one needs 
Ss to perform. Your laſt Plea for your 
IF! | | 7+ 


1 
Incredulity was taken from the Mul- 
wo of Sets among Chriſtians; 
by which you pretend, that tho? 
Chriſtian Religion be true, the Deiſt 
has no Obligation of- embracing it, 
as long as Chriſtians differ among 
themſelves in the Articles of their 
Creed: In anſwer to which, if Ican 
ſhew, that the Myfteries of the Trini- 
ty, Incarnation, Cc. are Points of Chri- 
ſtian Doctrine, I ſhall at the ſame 
Time exclude from the true Faith, 
the Arians, Neſtorians, c. who 
oppoſe theſe Truths; and by Con- 
ſequence lay down a Rule by which 
you may convince your ſelf of the 
chief Tenets of Chriſt's true Faith: 
But, remember Sir, I have already 
provꝰd _ the CR is the on- 
ly true Religion, and that our 
ſent Task 1 to find 2 
Myſteries which belong unto it; and 
whereas this is no Ways neceflary 
for the Conviction of a Deiſt, hut 
only requiſite to take away thoſe 
Prejudioes which might. * 
23 hin- 


(92) 
hinder him from opening his Eyes 
to the known Truth; I ſhall con- 
tent my ſelf with barely propoſing 
my Mind, in two or three Inſtan- 
ces againſt the Arians, and Neſtori- 
ans, leaving the further Application 
to your ſelf, according to the Ne- 
ceſſity you may have of convincing 
your felt, concerning other Parts. 


©» Chri. Theopiſtus, You know Au- 


thority here takes no Place, Philau- 
tas's Standard is Reaſon alone. 
Theop. It's true the moſt pregnant 
Proofs for the Truth of Chriſtian 
Doctrine, and the moſt certain Rule 
to diſtinguiſh the true Doctrine of 
Chriſt from other SeCtaries, has been 
in all Ages drawn from Antiquity, 
and from the joynt Conſent of the 
molt authentick Records of Church 
and State, from the unanimous A- 
greement of the viſible Part of the 
Church, tronf/the remaining Monu- 
ments, Feaſts and Faſts obſerv'd in 


Memory of theſe Myſteries as now 


believed in the true Church of Chri/t ; 
8 | an 
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andI might with Reaſon urge all 
theſe to prove againſt the Arians and 
Neſtorians that the Miſery of the 


Trinity and Incarnation are Points 


of the true Chriſtian believe, and 
the ſame may be ſaid of other Points, 
in as much as they are oppoſite to 


bother Sects; but I am willing to 


weave this at preſent, and only to 
argue as I have already done, from 
the Light of Reaſon. mn 
Phil. Come Theopiſtus, commence 
your Proof, _ . 
Tyheop. No SeQtary can reaſonably 
deny that the Myſteries of the 'Tri- 


nity and Incarnation are Chriſtian _ 


Tenets, belonging to the true Faith 
of Chriſt (the ſame Sir, may be ſaid of 
all the chief Points of the. true Faith) 
Nay all muſt grant that they. are 
Points of Religion deliver'd unto, us 
 byChri/t himſelf,and by Conſequence, 
he being the true Maſias and true 
God, theſe are Parts of that ſaving 
Faith, which he came to plant in the 
World. I prove my Aſſerſion, 1 

| 2 they 


. 

they muſt either have been deliver'd 

by Chref, or elſe they muſt have been 
__ mtroduc'd, and have crept into the 
Chriſtian Creed ſince Chrif*s Time; 
I need not go about v0 prove, that 
theſe Myſteries and in particular 
thoſe which depend of his Incarna- 
tion, were nat taught and ptcach'd 
before his Coming: But no Man 
can reafonably pretend that they 
have been forg!d and introduc'd in 
after Ages; for, is it oredible that theſe 
| Myſteries ſo repugnant to Senſe aud 
Rea ſon, as the Deiſts pretend, ſhould 
poſſibly be uſher'd into all Parts of 
the World with Succeſs, and that 
none ſhould know when they took 
Pate, by whom, where how, and 
by what Means thefe monſtrous 
*Fenets were broach'd and brouglit 
to Perfection? Never was there heard 
of a (Novelty ſpawn' dat any Time, 
in any Part of the World, tho? in 
Favour of Fleſh and Blood, and ſui- 
table to human Sentiments, but pre- 
ſently the Authors and Abettors 


Were 


Co). 
were difcover'd, Head made againſt 
it, and Methods concerted to ſuppreſs: 
it: Therefore that theſe Myſteries 


above mention'd, fo croſs upon Seaſe, MW 


ſo ſhocking'to human Reaſon, ſhould 
be preach'd promulg'd and obtain 
all over the World; each Perſon 
tamely ſubmitting their Senſe and 
Reaſon without Controul to their 
Authority, tho' Men of ſuch diſc 
perate Ends, Intereſts and Deſigns, 
is a mitaculous Effect that ſurpaſ- 
ſes all other Chriſtian Miracles. O- 
ther Points of Chriſtianity, leſs dif- 
frult both in Theory and in Practice, 
could not be introduc'd without al- 
larming the whole World,; innume- 
rable Hiſtories and Records recounts 
ing their Authors, Preachers and Per- 
ſecutors. Vet that the Trinity, In- 
carnation, tougher Diffigultiès, knot- 
tier Points, and motewrgpugnant to 
Fleſh and Blood than the reverſe 
Doctrine, ſhould obtain and prevail 
without Author, Oppoſition or Wri- 
ter, and that all People in all Cor- 
by | ners 
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: ners of the World, even the Grecians 
emulous of the weſtern Church, 


picking Quarrels with her on all Oc- 


caſions, ſhould conſpire with their 


Enemies to go againſt the Stream 
of their own Inclinations, to de- 
lude themſelves, is another Prodigy 


no leſs admirable than the former. 


When theſe unparallel'd Pieces of 
_— (as the Deiſt terms theſe 
ſacred Myſteries) were father'd up- 
on the World, either Men were pi- 
ous or impious? It's impoſſible to 
ſtand Neuters in the Matter of Re- 
ligion ? If the firſt, is it not a molt 


incredible Thing to imagine good, 


zealous, vertuous Men would ſuffer 


Forgery to ride Paramount over 


Truth without Oppoſition; if the 
latter, is it not a moſt ſtupendious 


Piece of Folly and Phrenſy to fan- 
cy a Club of Men wedded to their 


own Ways, and Slaves to Senſua— 
lity, ſhould ſubmit their Senſes and 


Reaſon to Things ſo contrary to their 


Inclination? Or is it probable, all 
BEL. FS rhe 
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the Paſtors, Prelates and Hiſtori- 
ans wereall fallen aſleep in all Cor- 
ners ofthe World at once, and had 
quite forgot the ancient Doctrine, 
when they roſe out of their lethar- 
gick Dream? This I muſt confeſs 
Is a Miracle, not a jot inferior to 
the laſt. Add, that no Error or Su- 


perſtition was ever uſher'd in, but 


ſome worldly End or Intereſt was 
intended, and appoſite Means befit- 
ted to compaſs this Deſign. Now, 


tell me, would a Man in his Wits 


go about to gain Proſelytes to his 
Party, by ſuch Stratagems as theſe, 
to bubble them into a Belief, that 
their God hitherto believ'd as One 
in Eſſence, was now to be held, Three 


in Perſons; that Omnipotency and 


Impotency, Immenſity and a Span, 
Immutability and Mutability, God 
and Man were both. co-united in a 
Divine Perſon, without any Change 


in the Deity: How would theſe, 


Myſtaries have reliſh'd ? Pray tell 
me, would they have been a pro- 
5 31 5 8 3 per 
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per Method to decoy the World, 
ſea ſon d, as it is ſuppos'd, for fo ma- 
ny Centuries before, with oppoſite = 
 Maxims ? Would not ſuch ſhock- 
ing Sentiments put them all into a 
Ferment, for palming upon them | 
ſuch unheard of Principles? We 
know it is not the Genius of Here, | 
ticks to make Myſteries, but to take 
them away, to level the Road to Li- 
bertiniſm, and raiſe themſelves on the 


Ruines of Religion. Now, to uſe | 


oppoſite Arguments to Man's natu- 
ral Bent, to allure him to lay aſide 


porary Ends and Intereſts, and that 
all theſe Contrivances ſhould oþ- 
_ rain all over the World, without 
Oppoſition or Knowledge of the Au- 
thor that hatch'd them, where, and 
by what Means they ſpread over 
the Face of the Univerſe, is a Pa- 


radox not to be . W 7 S 
the Tares of Herefes mo- | 


A 


ralities, grew up in all Ag 
never ſo inconſiderable in them 
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his Senſes and Reaſon, to quit tem- 


there 


ſame Time, for ſeveral Centuries, 


"(a1 


there were allways extant great 
Numbers of zealous Prelates, Paſtors -: 


and Labourers in the Harveſt to 
detect them; but that, when theſe 
topping 
nity, Incarnation, &c, were broach- 
ed, all the Paſtors ſhould be aſleep 
in all Parts of the World at the 


and that all the Corn ſow- 
ed by Jeſas Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 


ſhould be choak'd 4 with Cockle 
and that, when they were 1 


out of this univerſa 3 


the Husbandmen and Reap — zd 
loſe their Senſes, and — the Do- 
Qrine of their Forefathers, and take 
Weeds for good Corn, is another Pro- 
digy which falls nothing ſhort of the 
former. Tis true, there has been 

ſome Impugners of theſe Myfteries, 
but none in his Wits will pretend 
2 ; N94 gave Birth to Chri- 
for a Doctrine muſt be 
nd firft to have a Being, be- 
it be 8 unleſs we'll 

G | make 
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M yſteries of the Tri- 


make the Deiſts Authors of Chri- 
ſtianity, and its Impugners to be 
its Preachers. Theſe are ſuch Rid- 
dles, I defy the ſubtileſt Deiſt to 

unravel; and muſter them all toge- 
ther, they make theſe Myſteries a- 
bove Meaſure credible, and impoſ- - 
ſible for a Man of Common Senſe, 
that underſtands the Nature of Men 


2 5 


and Things to break through theſe 


Difficulties without expoſing his 
Judgment to the Cenſure of all 
Mankind. In a Word, the tough- 
er the Objections are, that are ſtart- 
ed by a Deiſt, againſt theſe My- 
ſteries, the more miraculous they 
make their Propagation. For thoſe 
very Difficulties, which might en- 
feeble an Aſſertion in an other Sub- 
zect, reinforces this: For the more 
incomprehenſible you endeavour to 
make them, the more impracticable 
vou render their Propagation by 


human Means. So, Philautus, you 


convince the World of your Errors 
by your own Arguments. The my 
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Advice I can give you, is to ſuper- 
ſede the Queſtion, and not to per- 
ſonate Chriſis to condemn your ſelf. 
Chri. Theopiſtus, T think your Ad- 
vice is very ſeaſonable. 
Phil. Pray Madam hear me out: 
J have ſomething here more con- 
ſiderable than what's already ad- 
vanc'd concerning the Myſteries of 
Chriſtianity. Altho' I ſhould own 
in Deference to your Judgment, that 
Chriſtianiſm has the Advantage o- 
ver other Sects, and that the Myſte- 
ries above mention'd, are Part of 
Chriſtian Doctrine: What's that to 
the Purpoſe, if the Myſteries them- 


| ſelves overturn the Motives? If we 


- muſt renounce our Senſes and Rea- 
ſon, what will the Motives avail that 
are bottom'd upon both ? For In- 
ſtance, the Myitery of the Trinity 
_ chops upon Reaſon, and ſome o- 
thers upon both Senſe and Rea- 
ſon: How then can a Man be in- 
fluenc'd by Objects from Senſe and 
Reaſon to. believe Myſteries that 

W731 claſn- 
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elaſhes with the Motives drawn 
from thence. We Deiſts value our 
ſelves more upon this Objection 
than any other, it unhinges the 
whole Syſtem of Chriſtianity at 

once, implies a manifeſt Repugnan- 
cy in the Arguments, and makes 
its Myſteries diſprove its Motives. 

Cbri. Your Objection, Philautus, 

looks big upon your Adverſary, and 

obliges me to ſuſpend my Award, 
being deſirous to manage this De- 
bate with all imaginable Fairneſs. 

Theopiſtus, what have you to offer: 

Your Antagoniſt has made a brisk 

Attack with a freſh Reinforcement 
from Reaſon . you; I muſt 
own, ſeveral of my Acquaintance 

have been puzzPd with this Poſition 
vis, How a Man can be induc'd 

by Arguments from Senſe and Rea- 
fon, repugnant to both : If you can 
diſcharge this topping ObjeQtion and 

| defeat your Adverſary with his own 
Weapon, Reaſon, you will gain 

the Cauſe, elſe never pretend to it. |} 
* Theop, 
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' ved in the Objects of which thep 


I human Society: You miſtake, if you = | 
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Tbeop. This Difficulty I own is ve- 
ry deluding, as moſt Deiſtical Ar- 
— are, but obvious to an- 
wer: Firſt, he ſuppoſes without 
Proof, that the Myſteries of Chri- 
ſtianity are repugnant to our Senſes 
and Reaſon, Which is abſolutely de- 
ny'd: For neither does any Myſre- 
ry cut upon Senſe, nor the Trigl- - 

ty upon Reaſon; not the firſt, be- 
cauſe our Senſes are no more decei- 


are to judge, in the Myſteries of our 
Faith, than in others belonging to 


think our Senſes are to be taken as 
Judges in Matters of Faith; they 
only judge of the outward Appear- 
ance of what's objected; now no My- 

ſtery of Chriſtianity obliges me fo 
believe, that theſe outward Appear- 
ances, which fall under my Senſes, 

are not theſe outward Appearances, 
and by Conſequence, no Myſtery 
cuts upon Senſe. 7” 
Nor is the Trinity repugnant to 
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Reaſon, becauſe it- implies no Con- 
"tradition in it ſelf. For tho? the EC 


ſence ofthe Father be one and the ſame 


Eſſence of the Son and Holy Ghoſt ; 
— where's the Repugnancy for the 


ſſence to be the ſame, and the Per- 


ſons diſtin ? To be indeed one and 
the ſame in all Reſpects, but diffe- 


rent in ſome, is a palpable Contra- 


diction: But to be one and the ſame 


in ſome Conſiderations, and not in 
others, is no Repugnancy at all. Tis 


true it is above our Reaſon to com- 
prehend the Circuminſeſſion of the 


Three Divine Perſons, but no 


ways croſs upon Reaſon. I own it's 


a Myſtery infinitely elevated above 
the Comprehenſion of a human In- 


tellect, as all other Myſteries are, 


elſe they would be no Myſteries, 


but not to be deny'd by human Rea- 
ſon. It being moſt unreaſonable and an 
over-valuing our ſelves (as Mr. Lock 


a Head Deiſt obſerves Jib. 4. c. 10.) 
to reduce all to the narrow Meaſure 
of our Capacities, and to conclude all 

| Things 


— — —— _ 


— m —— _ 


WE. 
Things impoſſible .to be done, whoſe man- 


ner of Being exceeds our Comprehenſion, 


this is to make our Comprehenſion 
Infinite, or our God Finite. If you 


cannot comprehend that thinking 'T hing 
within you, do not deem it a ſtrange Thing, 
if you cannot comprehend the Operations 
of the eternal Mind, who made and 
governs all Things. By this Diſcourſe 
of a Maſter-Deiſt, you fee how un- 


reaſonable it is, to disbelieve My- 
ſteries above our: Reaſon, - as long 


as we have ſufficient Motives that 
God has reveal'd the Doctrine we 


believe, induc'd by moſt [convincing 


Proofs of Chriſtianity, It being then 


evident that God has reveal'd theſe 


Myſteries, the Myſteries: themſelves 


cannot emaſculate the Motives we 


have from Reaſon to believe them. 
Nay, Reaſon farther demonſtrates, 


that God's Authority, obliges her in 
Reaſon to acquieſce to Revelation 
above her Reaſon ; Elſe Reaſon her 
{elf will rife up in Judgment and 
convict her of Folly for not ſyb- 
£4.01 1 ſcribing 
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ſcribing to the Anthority of the 
chiefeſt Reaſon. Could we com- 

— all that the incomprehenſi- | 


Underſtanding of God knows, 
ve ſhould beGodsas well as He. 
- _ Grant that our Senſes do miſcal- 
culate, as you Deiſts term it, in 
ſome particular Myſtery as well as 
our Reaſon, 1. e. grant, as it is, that | 
 fome Myfteries are above the Reach | 
df our weak Reaſon, and that in 

others we are to believe Truths 
which we could never gather from 
the outward Appearances of what | 


is objected to Senſe ; yet ſtill the 
Objection of the Myſteries overturn- {| 
ing the Motives of our Faith bot- 
tom'd on the Objects of Senſe and 
Reaſon, falls to the Ground. What 
an illogical Sequel is this? My Sen- 
ſes are deluded in one Particular; | 
Therefore I muſt not truſt my Sen- iq 
Ks in any Caſe, tho? I ſhould ſee 
the Son of God work Miracles. *Tis 
true, God has given us theſe na- 
rural Faculties of our Senſes _ 
N F | Cas 


1 
Reaſon to ſquare our Actions by, 


baring ſuch Exigencies as interfere 
with divine Authority, that declares 
our Senſes or Reaſon in an Error; 
in Reaſon we are bound to diſtruſt 


| our Senſes and Reaſon too; not ab- 


ſolutely in all Occurrences, but on- 
ly ſuch as we find either by Expe- 


then 


rience or divine Authority, theſe 


Faculties miſguide us in. How of- 
ten do we experience our Senſes 


miſtaken, vic. The Eye in conclu- 


ding a ſtreight Stick crook'd in the 
Water, as well as our: Reaſon, by 
drawing Inferences from falſe Pre- 
miſſes; which we rectify afterwards 
by our own Senſes and bur own 


Reaſon, without diſcarding them for 
miſcalculating in ſome particular In- 


cidents. Why may not we allow 
our God the ſame Priviledge to 
correct our Senſes and Reaſon when 


5 in an Error, which we uſe our ſelves, 
without laying them aſide, as not 


to be truſted in any Caſe? The 


 Sophiſm sonſiſts in arguing from a 
„ WT 
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particular Emergency to an univerſal 
Practice. I hope a Deiſt has more 
Wit than to deny the firſt Princi- 
ples and the Uſe of his Faculties, 
to fancy he is miſtaken in all Things, 


becauſe he blunders in ſome: Nor 


does he reſolve never to truſt his 
Eyes, becauſe he is miſtaken in the 
Man he ſaw. What a weak Way 
of Reaſoning is it for a Deiſt that 
ſets up for a Man of Senſe, to ar- 
gue thus. My Senſes, and my Reaſon 
too, mils their Aim in ſome Things, 
therefore they are to be believed in 
Nothing; a Pen- feather'd Logician 
Would never be guilty of ſuch a 


Botch, to go and prove all Men 


Blockheads becauſe he is one him- 
ſelf. Had indeed Chriſtians been 
oblig'd by their Principles to disbe- 
lieve their Senſes and Reaſon, in 
thoſe very Motives that influenc'd 
them to believe the Myſteries; then 
the Objection might have had both 
Senſe and Reaſon in't: But ſeeing 
neither God nor his Church lays 
tos any 


W 
any ſuch Obligation of believing or 
disbelieving our Senſes or Reaſon 
at the ſame Time, and under the 

ſame Conſideration; the Difficulty 
dwindles to nothing; for why may 
not a Man diſtruſt his Senſes andRea- 
ſon in ſome Occurrences and not in 
all? Never was there heard ſo imper- 
tinent an Objection againſt the Trini- 

ty, Cc. and none fo confidently urg'd. 

Phil, Make the beſt of it, theſe 
Chriſtian Myſteries are unconceiv- 
able in themſelves, and unexplica- 
ble to others. Pray what Idea can 
we have of them from our Senſes ? 
Now to believe we know not what, 
is a blind Religion indeed, unwor- 
thy of rational Nature and the God 
we ſerve. How is it poſſible for a 


gl Prophet or an Apoſtle to whom God 


is pretended to have reveaPd theſe 

Myſteries, to inform their Audience, 

unleſs they can ſuggeſt Idea's of the 
Revelation. It is an inconteſtable 
Truth, that theſe inſpir'd Teachers 
cannot furniſh them with right I- 
UT _. deas 
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r 
dea's of the Myſteries as they are in 
their Origine, viz. the Trinity, In- 
carnation, Reſurrection, c. for then 
Chriſtians would comprehend them, 
and the Myſteries ceaſe to be My- 
ſteries, contrary to the Suppoſition. 


conceiv'd by us, than a Man born 


blind judge of Colours, or one with 


five Senſes, of the Object of the 
fixth, whereof he has no Idea. Is it 
not then Madneſs for a rational Man 


to believe Things he can frame no | 
—_—_— of, and of which he can 


| 


Such Revelation can no more be 


ve no Knowledge at all, either from 


his Teacher or himſelf. 
- Theop. Tho? we be incapable by 
the Narrowneſs of our Underſtan- 
dings, to concave all the Myſteries 


that an incomprehenfible God knows; 


Yet both he and his Preachers may 
aſcertain us by Signs and Idea's fit- 


ted to our Capacities, that there are 


| fuck Myſteries, that there is ſuch a 
| Place as Heaven and Hell, ſuch 
| Joys, Rewards for Yertue, and Pu- 


niſhments 


C2341); 
niſhments for Vice, as neither Eye - 
hath ſeen, Ear hath he rd,or Heart of 
Man can imagine, tho? we can frame 
no exact Conception of them, How, 
in what Manner they exiſt, and what 


they are. Pray does not the Deiſt 


(if he be a Lockiſt and not a Hob- 
biſt) believe ſeveral other Myſteries _ 
he has no Idea of, beſides theſe my- 

ſterious Truths of Reward and Pu 
niſhment? He neither knows what 
God is, in what Manner he exiſts, 
nor how he is of himſelf, Omnipotent, 
Immenſe and Eternal: He believes 
that we have an immortal and an im- 
material Soul, yet neither he nor we 


can deſcribe What it is, How it exiſts,” 


acts or operates in our Bodies. Suppoſa 
we had been born blind, had no Idea 
or Notion of Colour; yet in Caſe 
Mea of Probity with five Senſes had 
aſcertain'd us, that there was ſome- 
thing extant that ſurpaſſed the Ob- 
ject of our other Senſes; our Rea- 


ſon would have oblig'd us to be- 


. lieve them, tho? Colour could 99 1 


tive Arguments, that God h 
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| be deſcrib'd to us what it was, Why 
then may not a Man aſſiſted by 


his Senſes and Reaſon, believe Re- 


velation, tho? he has no Idea of the 


Myſteries themſelves, in what Man- 
ner they exiſt ? Unleſs we'll impi- 


_ ouſly aſſert God's Authority to be 


leſs than Man's. Tis true, we have 
5/5 Wb . | 
not Idea's or Notions of the ſuper- 


natural Myſteries as to the How they 


are; yet we are abundantly fur- 
niſh*d with Idea's from natural Ob- 
jects of Senſe and Reaſon to in- 
form us That they are. The Deiſts 
themſelves that pretend to model 
their Life and Actions ſolely by 
the Law of Nature, are oblig'd to 
believe ſeveral Things relating to 
the Sate of Futurity, without. a di- 


ſtint Knowledge or Notion of it; 
why then ſhould they exact more 


Knowledge of a Chriſtian for the 


Myſteries he believes, than of them 


{elves for the Myſteries they believe? 
ſtra- 


Seeing then there are de 


re- 
Pd 
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veal'd the Myſteries of Chriftiani- 
ty from the Motives of Credibility, 
we ought not to boggle at them 
whether we conceive them or no, 
How, or in what Manner they ex- 
iſt; As Mr. Lock a celebrated Deiſt 
ſcertains us, /ib. 4. c. 16. There are 
a Sort of Propoſitions which challenge 
the higheſt Degree of our Aſſent 
upon bare Teſtimony whether 
© the Things propos'd ee or diſ- 
agree with common Experience, 


and the ordinary Courſe of Things 


or no: The Reaſon whereof is be- 


© cauſe the Teſtimony of ſuch an 
© one, cannot deceive, or be decei- 
ved; that is, God Himſelf. So that 


when there is Reaſon to believe the 


Myſteries of Chriſtianity, as there 
is all the Reaſon in the World, we 
ſhould be very unreaſonable not 


4 to believe theſe Truths as Mr. Lock 


atteſts, lib. 4. c. 19. of Ethuſianſm. 
When Reaſon is ſatisfied, God has re- 
veal d it, tho the Revelation cannot be 
made out by natural Principles, that is, 

by by 


for Loc 
handed down 0 
and Apoſtles to — 
ſay they, inſpir d Men cannot tragſ- 
mit to others the Cognizance or 
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buy Idea's or Nations which ve fetch 
from natural Obz 


eas, ji 1 aner 
declares for jor it. Its ff flat and frivol us 
iſts,, to Sings Reyglation 


becguſe, 


Belief of a Myſtery their Audienge 
has no Idea of, and with the ame 
Breath maintain that we may have 

a Knowledge of God, our Souls, the 


Rewards and Puniſhments of Hutu - 


rity, tho? neither we nor they have 
any Notions in what Manner tho 7 
exiſt, or mhat they are. The i 
Huſion of theſe unthinking Rati- 
onaliſts conſiſts, in not diſtinguiſhi 


the Proofs and Motives by which 
Wc are induc d to believe the Myſte- | 


ries, from the Notions and Ideas of the 


| Myſteries themſelves; the ſirſt are 
| *  Pproportion'd to our natural Concep- 


tions, and not the latter. A Man may 


have ſufficient Motives and Idea's 


from ſecondaryCanleonindanring all 
Te, Bp Man- 


s Prophets 


Cap > 
Manner of incurable Ailments, rai- 
ling dead Men to Life, and other 
Miracles done by divine Authori- 
ty in Proof of ſome high Myſtery, 
| to raiſe his Underſtanding to a firm 
Aſſent and belief of the ſaid My)? 
ſtery, tho? at the fame Time he has 
no clear aud diſtinct Notion of the 
ſame Myſtery as it is in it ſelf; 
nay, the Deiſt in this muſt of Ne- 
ceſſity agree with me; he confeſo |} 
{es his own Body is actuated by a 
living, 1mmaterial, Spiritual Soul, 
now if Lask him how that which 
is immaterial, is tied and united to 
à material Subſtance, in what Man- 
ner it influences, actuates and moves 
the material Organs of his Body; 
he cannot tell, having no exact I- 
dea's from the Objects of his Sen- 
ſes or Reaſon, to aſcertain him of 
the Manner of its Operations. Why 
then does a Deiſt reprehend rhoſe 
Methods of Credulity in a Chri- 
ſtian, he muſt of Neceſſity make 
aſe. of himſelf? rt 
H 2 PH! 
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Phil. There's a vaſe Diſparity in 
the Creed of a Chriſtian and a De- 
iſt, who believes Nothing but” up 


on Evidence of his own Know- 


ledge, built upon his own Senſes and 
Reaſon, whilit a Chriſtian believes 


by Proxy the Teſtimony and Au- 


thority of others ; ſo cannot pretend 
to ſuch certain and unſhakenGrounds. 
Our Creed is a Kind of OriginalReve- 
lation, decypher'd in our own Breaſt, 


and evidenc'd by our own Senſes | 


and Reaſon; and not a traditional 


| Revelation. The Belief of a God, 


the Exiſtence and Immortality of 


the Soul, the Rewards and Puniſh- 


ments of Futurity, which are the 
Myſteries a Deiſt ſubmits to, are 


indeed above the natural Reach of 


human Reaſon, but not repugnant 


thereto ; which gives a Deiſt a vaſt 
Advantage over the Chriſtian. 


Theop. Sir, You miſcalculate very 
much if you value your ſelf for be- 


lieving a God, the Rewards and 
Puniſhments of Futurity, the Exi- 


ſtence 


To 

| ſtenee of an immortal and imma- 
terial Soul, acting and operating in 
a material Body upon the Conw- 
tion of Senſe, Experience and Rea- 
ſon, ſeeing a Chriſtian can demon- 
ſtrate the Exiſtence of a God, exc. 
as well as you. Our Controyerfi 
is not How a Deiſt believes a God, 
the Rewards and Puniſhments of 
the next Life, the immortality and 
immateriality of the Soul: But why 


he is an Infidel and disbelieves other 


chriſtian Myſteries, iz. the Tri- 
nity, Incarnatian, cc. Being ſuper- 
natural Truths made known to us 
by the inconteſtable Records and Au- 

thority of others. And ſuch evident 
Matters of Fact, that a Perſon muſt 
unman himſelf to diſpute the Do- 


Arine ? I own a Deiſt a&s Ratio: 


nally and applaud him for believ- 
ing his own -Eyes and Reaſon, that 
demonſtrate from the Effects the 
Exiſtency of a firſt Cauſe, an Im- 
menſe, Omnipotent, Immortal and 
Eternal God, whoſe Exiſtence he 
R | nei- 
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neither conceives How.it is, or What 
it is, being infinitely mounted above 
human Imagination: But I blame 
him for disbelieving his Ears and 
his own Reaſon, that recommends 
unto him the Credence of the In- 
carnation, Trinity, &c. Which he 
alſo cannot conceive ; ſeeing: the 
Motives of theſe Chriſtian Myſte- 
ries are ſo Rational, no prudent 
Man can queſtion, I do. not diſpute 
with a Deiſt, whether Arguments 
drawn from our own Experience, 
in Proof of a Deity, be more co- 
gent in themſelves, than Moti ves 
taken from Authority; but whether 
a: Man can prudently and ſafelß 
without the Riſque of his own eter= 
nal Salvation beheve the firſt, and 
disbelieve the latter, the Trinity, In- 


carnation, &c. being as well atteſted 


as the Deity; and a Man as much 
bound in Reaſon to bottom his 
Faith in the Evidence he has from 


1 his Ears, as from Eyes: Both Sen- 


ſes being equally deſign'd by the Al- 
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mighty for Man's Information in 


the Myſteries of his Maker: Nor 


does Neaſon diſcharge one from his 


Duty more than the other, pro- 
vided ſuch Motives be ſuggeſted, a 
prudent Perſon neither can nor ought 
to queſtion. Seeing then the Proofs 
of Chriſtianity are ſo pregnant, 
What Colour can a Deiſt have 
to heleive his Eyes, and disbelieve 
his Ears? When I am inform'd by 
the whole World there are ſuch Pla- 
ces as Nome, Conſtantinople, Paris, 
there was ſuch a Man as William 


| rhe Congueror, Henry the VIII. Charles = 


the J. that he was beheaded by his 
own Subjects: Should not I be moſt 
deſervedly hiſsd and hooted off the 
Stage, to diſpute the Matters of 
Fact, tho? I never ſaw theſe Perſons 
or Places, being Objects of my Ears 
and not of my Eyes. Seeing I am as 
fully convinc'd of theſe Truths, as if 
T had been there in Perſon, had 
ſeen theſe Places, and convers'd with 4» 
the Princes themſelves. How then 


( 120) 
can we doubt, whether there ever was 
ſuch a Perſon as Jeſus Chriſt ſuch Men 
and his Twelve Apoſtles, that he 
or they preach'd ſuch Doctrine as the 
Incarnation, Trinity, &c. wrought 
ſuch Miracles in View of the whole 

World in Ratification of theſe My- 


ſteries, tho' we never ſaw theſe ho- 


R | Wo Al 


iy Perſonages, nor heard them preach 
- ſuch Doctrines, nor were Eye Wit- 
neſſes of the working of theſe Mira- 
cles! Moſtly when theſe Factum's 
were recorded in publick Regiſters, 
both of Church and State, and at- 
teſted by the whole World and An- 
nual Feaſts and Obſervances cele-. 
brated ſucceſſively from the Date 
of our Redemption, in Memory of 
theſe Myſteries. Doubtleſs a Man 
that will not make uſe of his Ears 
for his Inſtruction as well as his 
Eyes, deſerves to want them. 
In fine, Sir, as to thoſe Myſteries 


in particular which ſeem moſtly to ; | 


claſh with Senſe: I cannot conceive 
how its out of the Power of 7 I 
. . . 5 


Fer  - 
All- powerful God of Nature, to diſs 
pence with the common Courſe of 
Nature. Lock himſelf” above cited 
aſcertains us, Let the Myſtery be - 
never ſo incomprehenſible, If Rea- 
ſon find it reveaPd from God, Rea- 
ſon declares for it as well as any other 
Truth, and makes it one of her Di- 
Hates. For it's an over-valuing our 
ſelves, as the fame Author obſerves, 
c. 10. to reduce all to the narrow Mea- 
ſure of onriCapacities, and to conclude 
all Things impoſſible to be done, whoſe 
Manner of doing exceeds our Compre- 


_ henſion. Belides,''tho? the Revelation 


were not only above our Reaſon, 
but ſeemingly againſt Reaſon : That 
Repugnancy would not diſcharge 
our Obligation of believing it: For 
how many Truths are there, which 
may ſeem to countervene Reaſon ? 
Vnleſs we'll pretend to an infinite 
Knowledge to comprehend all know- 


able Things, and an immenſe Graſp 
of Underſtanding, to unriddle all 


_ enigmatical Truths. But the My- 
ae i ſteries 


” Cf 122 ) - Ba, 
ſeries of Chriſtianity," tho? they be 
above Reaſon, are not ſo. much as 
ſeemingly repugnant theteto. Now 
for a Deiſt to believe. ſeveral my- 
ſterious Truths, which are as I may 
ſay, out of his Reach, and ſeem to 
claſh with his own Notions, upon 
the Authority of others, whom he 
takes to be more learned than him- 
ſelf in their particular Sciences, and 
yet to refuſe Aſſent to Truths con- 
firm'd by greater Authority be- 
cauſe they ſeem ſomething croſs 
upon his Idea's, is, to act againſt 
Reaſon, by which alone he pretends 
to direct his Courſe: 80 Sir, what- 


| ever Diſparity you may find betweett 


the Creed of a Chriftian and that 
of a Deiſt, I think I have ſuffici- 
ently. prov'd, that a Chriſtian acts 
much more rationally ; and by Con- 
ſequence your Pafhon muſt over- 
rule your. Judgment to a great De- 
_ gree, if you perſiſt in your Prin- 
Ciples, and ſtill pretend to follow 

Reaſon' for your Guide. * 
l | | O 
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To conclude, as Chriſis has: been 
favourable in giving Attention #0, 
your Plea; ſo I hope ſhe wil 
do Juſtice to the Merits of my 
Cauſe : I have prov'd that the De- 
itt, who expects to be credited in 
what he affirms, muſt of Neceſſi- 
ty admit the Force of Authority; 
now, if we are to credit. ſome Bo- 
dy beſides our ſelves, and this be 


allowed and practis'd by all Man- 


kind who believe there is ſuch a 
Thing in the World as moral Ho- 
neſty, (I hope the Deiſt will not 

disband from human Society) it fol- 
lows evidently, that the ſame Truſt 
is to he given to the Dead, tho? 
they preceded us ſeveral Ages (for 
they were not leſs creditable in 


their Timè than we are now) pro- 


vided we be aſcertain'd that what 
they deliver*d has not been chang d 
or alter'd; in after Ages; but again 
I have prov'd, that what we take 
upon their Authority in the Points 
of our Belief has not been chang'd 

| | ; FED | OL. 


nt 1 
or alter'd; I have ſhew'd by all 
thoſe Proofs which can be requir'd 


5 by the moſt cautious Man, both 
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that the Myſteries of Chriſtian Re- 
ligion are Myſteries reveal'd and 
authorizd by God himſelf, and that 
from Chriſt's Time (who was the 
divine Author of this Religion) they 
have been brought down to our 
Days without any reaſonable Suſ- 
picion of Innovation; I have drive 
ou out of all your Holds, I have 
anſwer' d and refuted whatever you 
could alledge in your own Defence, 
and I wiſh you may prove as rea- 
dy to correct your Fault, as Chri- 
fis, to whoſe Tribunal you appeal'd, 
is to condemn it. | | | 
Chri. I muſt own, Philautus, I 
I ſhould be highly pleas'd with the 
Eſteem the Deiſt ſeems to put up- 
on me, did they not abuſe my 
Name, and diſhonour me by the 
very Tribute they ſeem to pay to 


me: I was willing to hear your 


Cauſe with Patience, and to give 
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you full Leave to plead in your own 


Colour to blame my Partiality ; but 
this being done, I muſt do my ſelf 
that Juſtice to diſown Liberty cloak- 
ed under the ſpacious Pretence of 

Reaſon. You ſtand up for an un- 
controulable Liberty of thinking 
What you pleaſe in Points of Re- 
ligion, and then you flatter your 
ſelves, or blind your Followers with 
the Name of Piety, becauſe you 
pretend to ground your Faith in 
the very Diſpoſition and Order of 
the ſupreme Maſter you adore, who 
guides Man by Reaſon, which ac- 

cording to your Principles counte- 
nances this Liberty; but away with 
this Mask; pierce deeper into the 


Pefence, leaſt you ſhould: have ſome + 


Deiſts Breaſt : Pleaſure charms ; he 


is reſolv'd to purchaſe it at any 
Rate: He takes a Liberty of acting 
without Controul; and leaſt the 
Knowledge of Chriſtian Truths 
ſhould give a Check to his Diſor- 
ders, from the Liberty of acting as ; 
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he pleaſes, he ſoon paſſes to a Liber- 
y of thinking without Reſtraint; 
that is, to ſin more freely he'll be- 
lieve Nothing, and turns Deiſt to 
play the Libertine. This, Fhilautus, 
is che true State of the Caſe, how- 
ever you ſtrive to diſguiſe it: Now 
if you deſire to be convinc'd of the 
Truth, leave off ſinning and you'll 
begin to believe: If you'll appeal 
to my Tribunal, let us ſee you act 
according to my Dictamens. Rea- 
ſion tells you, that a greater Value 
is to be put on an immortal Soul, 
than on the fading Pleaſures of Senſe; 
that it's a Folly to ſacrifice an E- 
ternity of Joys, to incur an Eter- 
nity of Pain, and this to gratiſy 
aan inordinate and brutiſn Paſſion ; 
that Man was not plac'd here to 
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live like a Brute, and in the End 

| waniſhh into Nothing, but that he 
| and all Things elſe with Time paſs, 
that he is advancing towards an 

other Life, for which he is to pro- 

vide; until you convince me by 

| ; your 
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your Life and Actions, that theſe 
Principles are the Rule of your Mo- 
rals, I'll never perſwade my ſelf, 
you take Reaſon for Guide, in the 
Points of your Belief : So that, Phi- 
lautas, if you would gain Credit- 
with me, firſt convince the World 
8 Life and Manners that you 
act like a Rational, after this it 

will not be hard to determine, even 
according to Reaſon, what you are 
to believe; till this be done, how- 
ever you pretend to follow Reaſon 
for your Standard, I ſhall be ſtill 
convinc'd, that Liberty under the 
Mask of Reaſon is the Rule of your 
Credentials. „ 
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